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Gift Subscriptions 





We don’t like to brag, nor is 
this an anniversary especially. But 
since the first day we began pub- 
lishing on that bleak December 
morning back in 1934 people have 
not stopped telling us that the 
Frontier was the best Anglo-Jew- 
ish publication in America. 
Throughout it all—during WPA, 
White Papers, blitzkriegs, fifth 
columnists, etc—Jews and non- 
Jews have derived intellectual and 
spiritual nourishment from our 
pages. Many of them sit in the 
seats of the mighty in government, 
industry, education and journal- 
ism. Whenever we received these 
letters, we would merely blush 
appreciatively and give them to 
our editorial secretary to file. 


One of our alert enthusiasts con- 
ceived the brainy notion of insti- 
tuting Frontier Gift Subscriptions. 
The Communists and the Cham- 
bers of Commerce do this kind of 
thing, so why can’t we—it was 
argued. The Frontier management 
agreed it was a splendid idea, re- 
flecting upon the countless public 
and university libraries, civic, so- 
cial, communal, cultural and re- 
ligious centers whose budgets pre- 
clude purchasing many worthy 
periodicals. But ah! How were 
we to consummate this lofty en- 
deavor? Doesn’t our printer have 
to eat? We understood, too, that 
postage, secretarial help, handling, 
etc., were things not so easily 
deductible (either in the publish- 
ing or Income Tax business). The 
Frontier management reached an 
impasse. What to do? The om- 
niscient Frontier editors were con- 
sulted. Result: a stroke of cerebral 
lightning. “Let the Frontier 
friends pay for them,” they ex- 
plained with quiet Hebrew logic. 
The Problem was solved. 


At the moment, Frontier friends 
—miraculous creatures—are not 
only endorsing but are actively 
helping carry out this project. 
Thanks to Rabbi Edward Israel 
and Dr. Herman Seidel, of Balti- 
more, many Maryland public lib- 
raries are now receiving the Fron- 
tier. Dr. Henry Friedenwald, of 
the same city, shocked that the 
central library of Baltimore har- 
bored no bound volumes of the 
Frontier, commanded us to dis- 
patch bound volumes to them 
immediately! . In the Motor 
Village, Messrs. Morris Shaver, 
Harry Schumer, Leo Gold, B. M. 
Laiken and H. B. Hamburger of 
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Detroit have underwritten Gift 
Subscriptions for most of the 
public libraries in the State of 
Michigan. . . . A boatride away 
in Milwaukee some more of our 
patrons, M. Weingrad, Robert 
Hess, Arthur Shutkin, Morris 
Fromkin, Meyer Hiken, are send- 
ing the Frontier to most of the 
libraries in Wisconsin. . . . Those 
amiable Chicago Zionists, Albert 
K. Epstein and Benjamin R. Har- 
ris have authorized us to send the 
Frontier to members of the British 
Parliament as well as to all chap- 
ters of the Hillel Foundation. . 

Moreover, we are now sending the 
Frontier to Gandhi, as well as to 
prominent editors and political 
leaders in India. Thank you, Mr. 
Walter Burke, of Pittsburgh. . . . 


Not only our friends but many 
of our brother- and sister-organi- 
zations are participating in the 
Group Subscription campaign. 
Those energetic Hadassah women 


—God bless them!—never stop 
turning up with new subscrip- 
tions. The following are cur- 
rently doing yeoman work in this 
connection: 

Mrs. S. Braverman, President 


of the Hadassah Central States 
Region. 
Mrs. Samuel Marcus, Central 


States region. 

Mrs. Carl Spector, Boston. 

Mrs. H. Kairys, Boston. 

The New York Council of the 
Pioneer Women is likewise pro- 
moting group subscriptions under 
the supervision of Mrs. G. Man- 
delkern. 

Louis Segal, National Secretary 
of the Jewish National Workers’ 
Alliance is urging each of the 
branches to subsidize at least five 
subscriptions. There are still many 
sections of these ‘‘gr-r-eat United 
States”’ 
it) that we have not yet heard 
from. How about it? J.H.P. 


(as Senator Whozit puts. 
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Editorials 





Challenge to American Jewry 





HE DECISION OF THE UNITED PALESTINE APPEAL 
T to launch an independent campaign this year 
serves to clear the air. For some time past the United 
Jewish Appeal has been united in name only, so that 
its dissolution calls for no undue mourning. American 
Jewry has lately been aware that all was not well in 
the affairs of the United Appeal, and that the appar- 
ent harmony served as cover for considerable friction 
and dissatisfaction. It is therefore just as well for all 
parties concerned that the fiction of complete accord 
need no longer be maintained. The causes of the 
breach are too fundamental to admit of compromise 
and it is healthier for Zionism and the whole problem 
of Jewish relief to have the questions involved brought 
into the open. 


Originally, the United Jewish Appeal meant mere- 
ly the union of fund-raising activities for “‘over-seas”’ 
relief, and of the campaign for the upbuilding of Pal- 
estine. With the addition of the National Refugee 
Service as a beneficiary, the scope of the United Jewish 
Appeal was broadened to include the care of refugees 
in the United States. No one will dispute the worthi- 
ness of each of the causes represented. We must aid 
the tragic victims of Hitlerism across the sea; we must 
assist the needy refugee in our midst; and we must 
build the Jewish homeland. However, the allocation 
of funds for each of these purposes should bear some 
relation to the weight of the factors involved. That 
such was not the case has becorhe increasingly appar- 
ent. 


In 1940, the National Refugee Service received 
$3,500,000 from the United Jewish Appeal, whereas 
the United Palestine Appeal was allocated the sum of 
$2,900,000. In other words the few thousand depen- 
dent refugees in the United States loomed larger in 
the minds of the leading spirits of the United Jewish 
Appeal than all that is implied in the reconstruction 
of Palestine. It is not a question of neglecting needy 
refugees in our midst; obviously those immigrants who 
have no provision made for them by relatives, and 
who have been unable to find work, must be cared for 
by Jewish relief agencies. But a scale, according to 
which the creation of a Jewish homeland merits less 
outlay than welfare work involving a comparatively 
small number of individuals, is one which cannot be 
accepted by American Jewry. This extraordinary dis- 
parity in the allocation of funds is no accident. Nor 
is it a matter merely of the juggling of figures and the 
mysteries of bookkeeping. It reflects a profound divi- 
sion within the United Jewish Appeal itself. It dem- 
onstrates the desire of a large group of rich, assimila- 
tionist Jews to minimize Palestine and the significance 
of a genuine solution for the present agony of the 


Jewish people. It embodies a deliberate desire to sub- 
stitute sporadic philanthropy for real national plan- 
ning. Because the ideological differences between the 
constituent elements of the United Jewish Appeal are 
so fundamental, because they spring not only from 
disagreement as to material requirements, but from 
the conflict between two divergent attitudes, the 
United Palestine Appeal has been forced to sever its 
association with the Joint Distribution Committee. 


There is every reason to welcome this step. Now 
Zionism can, through its campaign for the United Pal- 
estine Appeal, renew its direct contact with the Jews 
of the United States. Zionist leaders can go into every 
Jewish community in the United States and restate a 
few cardinal truths which have been lost sight of in 
some quarters. We must make clear to those confused 
by the various schemes of salvation on the market to- 
day that Zionism is not a philanthropic stop-gap, that 
it has nothing in common with the numerous proposals 
to settle Jews in all corners of the earth with which 
the press has lately been flooded. The emancipation 
movement of the Jewish people, the building of a 
Jewish land, cannot be treated on the same footing as 
philanthropic activities of various kinds, desirable 
though these may be. The persistent attempt to mini- 
mize the role of Palestine, which characterized the 
assimilationist councils of the United Jewish Appeal, 
has made a stressing of these fundamentals essential. 

Furthermore, we must not forget that quite apart 
from the fact that Palestine represents the Jewish fu- 
ture, its contribution to the needs of the Jewish present 
has been greater than that of any other country. 
Since 1933, Palestine has taken in 280,000 refugees, 
almost twice the number admitted into the United 
States. Even since the outbreak of war in September, 
1939, Palestine has found room for over 22,000 Jew- 
ish refugees, this despite the exigencies of war-time 
conditions and a war-time economy. 

The United Palestine Appeal is launching a cam- 
paign for twelve million dollars. That is a tremendous 
sum; but it is trivial in the face of the need and the 
magnitude of the opportunity. Every Jew in the 
United States should be made to realize that by par- 
ticipating in the creation of the Jewish homeland he 
is not only saving individual sufferers more economic- 
ally, more rapidly and more effectively than through 
any other medium, but that he is sharing in the liber- 
ation of his people. He is giving his people, attacked 
as Jews, an opportunity to consolidate the Jewish 
position, to meet the challenge of Nazi attack on at 
least one battle-front. We live in a historic moment 
not only because of the immensity of the catastrophe 
which has overwhelmed us, but also because of the 
immensity of our choices. American Jewry can content 
itself with a few donations here and there. We can 
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smooth over our consciences by signing a modest 
check and feeling that we have done as much as may 
be expected; or we can hear the call of the time; we 
can see our fate inextricably bound up in the current 
of events, and we can meet this crisis in the affairs 
of mankind, in our affairs, with a full harnessing of 
our spiritual and material resourses. This is what the 
bold demand of the United Palestine Appeal for 12 
million dollars means. It means that American Jews 
are asked to enter the struggle against the foe arrayed 
against them, with every means at present at their 
command. 


Chaos in Rumania 





EE THE CALLOUS IN OUR CIVILIZED WORLD 
have been horrified at the bestiality perpetrated 
recently by the Iron Guardists against the Jews of 
Rumania. Anti-Jewish excesses are not uncommon in 
that unfortunate Balkan state where terror, political 
murder and factional fratricide are the order of the 


day. But the vehemence of the latest pogrom which: 


burst forth like a volcano accompanied by frenzied 
dancing of the hooligans around a holocaust of human 
beings burned alive, is an ill omen not only for- the 
life of the Jews in that country, but for the fate of 
Rumania as a whole. 


For many years, the several factions of the Iron 
Guard have fought among themselves for supremacy 
in the state, their chief bone of contention being the 
foreign policy in relation to the Axis powers. When 
Antonescu finally surrendered to Hitler, the other 
factions, notably Sima and his followers, accepted it 
as a strategic move in the faint hope that the Axis 
would help them build a Greater Rumania. But in the 
meantime the country was quartered at Hitler’s behest 
and sections were parcelled out to Bulgaria, Hungary 
and Soviet Russia, and there was no sign of ever 
restoring those territories to a Greater Rumania, not 
to speak of gaining new acquisitions. What was more 
irksome to the extreme nationalists among the Guard- 
‘ists is that they did not garner the political jobs to 
which they had been aspiring, and were even dis- 
placed from their already acquired positions by Nazi 
controlled agents. Apparently Hitler could not gear 
the industrial machine in Rumania for his war pur- 
poses while the key positions were in the hands of 
Guardists whom he did not trust too much. 


As a tragic irony in this diabolic game, the Guard- 
ists of Sima’s following were even deprived of their 
“rights” to dominate the Jewish population. The 
Nazis do not brook divided authority, for everything 
must be co-ordinated within their scheme of things— 
especially the Jewish question. All their hopes having 
thus been shattered, the Guardists broke loose in open 
revolt. 


While these lines are being written, it is not yet 
clear from the press reports whether Antonescu’s 
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“government” has succeeded in quelling the uprising 
completely. There are indications of many fires still 
smoldering underneath, which may flare up at more 
opportune moments. Even the capture of Sima has 
not yet been: confirmed from reliable sources. Nor 
are we sure that the insurrection was not instigated 
by the Nazi authorities for nefarious reasons of their 
own, although it seemed for a moment to have gotten 
out of their control. One thing, however, is certain, 
namely, that thousands of Jews have undergone tor- 
ture and met horrible death at the hands of the 
“guardians” of Rumania’s national honor. 


One may find a ray of hope in the fact that hun- 
dreds of Rumanian Gentiles gave their lives to pro- 
tect their Jewish compatriots. Also, the simple human 
decency of the peasants who rescued a thousand Jews 
by giving them shelter and armed protection in their 
village near Bucharest, and the heroic death of the 
Rumanian lieutenant who fell in an attempt to de- 
fend the Jewish family which had befriended him, are 
sources of consolation. This is a new phase in the 
attitude of the native population toward the Jews in 
Rumania, never before recorded in the annals of 
Jewish history in that country. 


As further news comes in through the cables of 
Leigh White, special correspondent of the Overseas 
News Agency, and from other sources, we learn that 
1,200 Jews from Jassy and 1,500 from Bukovina 
have escaped massacre due to the friendly action of 
the Russian border patrols who allowed them to cross 
into Soviet territory. However, according to a later 
report, the authorities have decided that the Soviet 
paradise would be too great a boon for those unfor- 
tunate souls, and they are sending them back into 
Rumania, now, as they say, that the pogrom is over. 
If these reports are true, they only prove once more 
that “the land of socialism” is no haven for the per- 
secuted and downtrodden. 


With mixed feelings we receive the good news that 
some 1,200 Jews have been rescued by the British 
Consulate in Bucharest. Having made a miraculous 
escape to the port of Constanza, they were placed on 
an English boat and taken to Egypt. From there, it is 
reported, they will be sent to the island of Mauritius 
where, together with other Jewish refugees, they will 
be encamped for the “duration”. 


The British Consulate, undoubtedly, was moved by 
humanitarian considerations in saving the lives of 
those Jews, but that the boat skirted the shores of 
Palestine without landing those people in their land 
of promise, can be viewed only as another vicious act 
of the British Adrministration in Palestine in its will- 
ful design to carry ovt the “White Paper” to the 
letter. We have a right to expect greater dispensation 
of justice to our persecuted people by a friendly 
government. 
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Another Alaska Bill 


ONGRESSMAN DICKSTEIN IS PLANNING TO INTRO- 
tester a bill in the House of Representatives with 
regard to the settlement of European refugees in 
Alaska. As yet we do not possess the exact text of 
that bill and do not know its details, but according to 
available information it does not differ essentially 
from the bill that was introduced by former Senator 
King of Utah in the United States Senate last year. 

Senator King’s bill was based on very simple con- 
siderations. (And it should be pointed out that he 
gained the approval of the Departments of Labor and 
of ,the Interior—the two government agencies most 
concerned.) Alaska has'a tremendous area, almost 
one fifth of the United States, with a comparatively 
good climate, about 42,000,000 acres of arable land, 
over 22,000,000 acres of pasture, and gigantic forests 
which can be exploited for various industries. It also 
possesses considerable deposits of metals, about 10,- 
000 square miles of coal, and great possibilities for a 
rich fishing industry. 

We may be reminded that the United States bought 
this territory from Russia some time ago for almost 
next to nothing. However, although the original 
financial investment by the government was insigni- 
ficant, Alaska has been an object of deficits and sub- 
sidies rather than a source of income, ever since it 
came into the possession of the United States; paradox- 
ically in spite of the rich natural resources in that terri- 
tory. According to quite conservative estimates by ex- 
perts, Alaska can sustain, in due time, between 10 and 
12 million souls on as high a standard of living as that 
of Norway or Sweden, since the Alaskan climatic 
and other geographical conditions are very much simi- 
lar to those of the two countries mentioned. 

However, the United States has never been able 
to make headway in Alaska. Its entire present popu- 
lation consists of not more than 70,000 souls, half of 
whom are Eskimos and Indians who live there because 
of an historical or rather pre-historical inertia. 

It is not difficult to explain why such a large terri- 
tory with rich opportunities has remained practically 
desolate. For many years, the American people have 
had enough pioneering work to do in the West and 
the southern parts of the Pacific coast and they could 
not utilize, or were not willing to expend their ener- 
gies in distant Alaska. In any event, Alaska is now 
a wasteful territory. 

The idea promulgated by former Senator King was 
therefore quite simple. The pioneering period may be 
regarded as a closed chapter in the history of the 
American people, for they no longer possess the urge 
to “go West’’ and conquer virgin land and_ forests 
primeval. But since it is senseless to leave Alaska in 
its present neglected and depopulated state, the gov- 
ernment should settle there some of those unfortun- 
ate people who have been ejected from Europe, but 
who possess the energy and ability to conquer a new 
home for themselves. By admitting a certain type of 
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non-quota immigtants to Alaska, the United States 
would accomplish a generous deed and at the same 
time acquire a constructive and loyal group who would 
develop that territory which was perforce neglected 
heretofore. 

This plan to colonize Alaska with European immi- 
grants evoked last year a sympathetic attitude among 
certain government circles not only from an economic 
and humanitarian point of view, but for other rea- 
sons as well. There was a sudden realization in 
Washington that Alaska was “badly situated’’ with 
regard to defense which has become an acute problem 
since 1940. Japan is only 600 miles distant; and the 
Soviet Union is separated from that territory by a 
strait less than 65 miles wide. As Secretary Ickes 
reminded us in a statement which was in a sense his 
endorsement of Ser:avor King’s Bill, the distance be- 
tween the Russian great Diomede Island and the 
American small Diomede Island is only 10 miles. 
In a given international situation, one of our neigh- 
bors, or perhaps both, might create, we are told, 
serious difficulties for the United States. 

As military experts point out, southern Alaska is 
700 miles removed from Seattle, Wash., that is, the 
same distance as from Berlin to London, and a mili- 
tary plane can reach Seattle from Southern Alaska in 
three hours. An enemy who might gain a foothold 
in the latter territory, could use it as a base for 
bombing the entire Pacific coast. This newly awakened 
strategic interest in Alaska was for a while a strong 
card in the hands of Senator King, Secretary Ickes and 
the others who sponsored the plan to admit European 
refugees in that territory. (The United States Con- 
gress, it should be mentioned, has already appropri- 
ated 50 million dollars for the fortification of Alaska. ) 

While the idea that motivated Senator King’s bill 
was simple and truly humane, the bill itself did not 
express the same motives. Those who framed the 
bill issued from the point of view that the immigra- 
tion law of 1924 with its quotas for various countries 
must not be violated or even modified in spite of the 
recent catastrophic events in Europe. They, therefore, 
sought to formulate their proposition to admit non- 
quota immigrants in Alaska without infringing upon 
the terms of that law. Their bill, thus, was based on 
the following legislative measures: 

(1) Only such refugees shall be admitted to Alaska 
who will be brought there by special industrial 
and commercial corporations, which will be 
financially responsible for providing them with 
more or less permanent employment, so that 
they will not become government or public 
charges. 

(2) The new immigrants shall not be allowed to 
leave Alaska and enter the United States so 
long as they have not become American citi- 
zens. 

(3) The immigrants shall wait in Alaska for their 

regular immigration visas based on the 1924 
quotas for their respective countries of origin. 























































(4) The new immigrants shall constitute not more 
than 50 per cent of the workers and em- 
ployees in the new industrial and other en- 
terprises in Alaska, the other 50 per cent 
being American citizens chosen by certain pre- 
ferential methods. 


As can be readily seen from the above, this pro- 
jected law was a sort of compromise between a sin- 
cere desire to open the gates of Alaska for the victims 
of European oppression on the one hand, and the fear 
and hatred of immigration which found expression in 
the law of 1924, on the other. However, this com- 
promise, like many others of its kind, only succeeded 
in provoking the criticism of both liberal and reac- 
tionary circles. Liberals were frightened (not without 
good reason) by the dangerous precedents that the 
bill might establish in American life. They pointed 
out that in order to prevent the new immigrants from 
entering the United States before they became natur- 
alized citizens or before they obtained their status of 
bona fide immigrants, the government would have to 
introduce a passport control system at each port of 
entry from Alaska to the States. Such a system would 
create a kind of inferior resident in America—a phe- 
nomenon that would undermine, at least psychologic- 
ally, the foundations of American civilization and 
democracy. After examining the bill, a prominent 
judge of Jewish descent remarked with bitterness that 
he would rather not live to see in his old age how 
a ghetto or a “Goshen” was being built in Alaska 
for Jews and persecuted non-Jews, even though the 
Ghetto status might last, in each individual case, only 
a few years. 


No less criticism was aroused by another provision 
in the bill, that sanctions almost feudal relations be- 
tween employer and employee, chains the worker 
to his place of work and residence and introduces a 
form of ‘‘contract labor.” Furthermore, the bill called 
forth dissatisfaction even in Alaska. The local white 
population, notwithstanding its small size, refuses to 
submit much longer to a “territorial” status and to be- 
ing governed by officials from distant Washington. 
There is a growing feeling in Alaska that the territory 
should become an autonomous State or that in any 
event local self-government should be extended in 
larger measures. As Don Carlos Brownell, the Mayor 
of Seward, pointed out last spring, the new immigra- 
tion on the basis of Senator King’s bill would only 
strengthen ‘the bureaucratic apparatus that governs 
Alaska upon instructions, from a few federal agents in 
Washington who have no direct contact with the local 
population. 


The reactionary enemies of immigration attacked 
the bill even more vehemently, if not brutally. One 
has to peruse only the couple of hundred pages of the 
stenographic report of the hearings on the bill that 
took place last May at the sessions of the special 
Senate sub-committee, in order to realize that the 
vicious racial theory surreptitiously incorporated in the 
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laws of 1924 still has potent and loyal exponents in 
this country. The notorious Senator Reynolds re- 
peatedly warned the sub-committee against the whole 
project which, he said, was a quasi-legal formula to 
smuggle immigrants into the United States through 
the “back door.” “Those foreigners,’’ he asserted, 
“would deprive the American citizens of their daily 
bread.” The Senator was strongly supported at the 
hearings by Colonel John Thomas Taylor of the 
American Legion, who had the temerity to raise the 
political issue of a “fifth column” bogey. Those for- 
eigners whom we were trying to. help, he said, were 
not really refugees but professional ‘fifth columnists,” 
or generally demoralized individuals “who did not 
have the courage and patriotism to remain in their 
motherlands and fight their own battles over there.” 


Senator Reynolds’ ‘‘boys’ discovered somewhere a 
vulgar anti-Semite, a representative of the so-called 
“American Coalition,’ who testified before the sub- 
committee that those refugees deserved their punish- 
ment since they were mostly Jews and Jewish-in- 
fluenced bolsheviks who were responsible for all the 
disasters and destruction in Europe for the past 25 
years. 

Another Senator, Bone, who professed the “deepest 
sympathies” for the persecuted in Europe argued against 
the “noble and humanitarian action” which the Amer- 
ican government might undertake on behalf of those 
unfortunate refugees because, he said, that would be 
in contradiction with the interests of America and its 
millions of unemployed. This pious Senator was 
greatly perturbed about the sins in our world today 
and wished that God might bring another Deluge to 
wipe out the iniquitous human race and start the 
world anew; but, he argued, that is not America’s 
fault and there is no reason why we should expiate 
the world’s sins. The God-fearing Senator Bone went 
even further in trying to safeguard American moral 
integrity, as he argued that since Alaska could not 
take care of all the millions of unfortunate refugees 
now roaming in Europe, it would be criminal for 
us to save only a few thousand and allow the others 
to perish, for who are we to tell which souls deserve 
salvation and which are doomed to perdition? 


Such was the atmosphere surrounding the hearings 
on King’s Alaska-bill—an atmosphere of cynicism, 
hypocrisy and vulgar anti-Semitic libel. Senator King, 
who was the chairman of the sub-committee, was un- 
doubtedly shocked to hear those peculiar objections, 
but he did not have the courage to declare openly, at 
least for the record, that when human beings are 
threatened with physical annihilation, it is shameful 
for a country not to open its gates to them, even 
though such hospitality may lead to some economic 
complications. 

Nor did the humanitarian Alvin Johnson, director 
of the New School for Social Research, comport him- 
self very honorably when he insisted that in supporting 
the bill he was not concerned so much with the re- 
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fugee problem as with purely American interests 
which demanded the colonization of Alaska. The 
refugees, he opined, would be a very useful element 
for such colonization. This Danish-American, whom 
we all respect, will pardon us, if we doubt his pre- 
tended lack of concern about the fate of so many 
persecuted and oppressed people in Europe, when all 
it needed to save them is to open the gates of America 
a little wider for their immigration. 

This is what we have come to in our country, that 
one must be over-cautious in hiding his noble senti- 
ments from his fellow men and parade under a cloak 
of indifference and hard-heartedness. 

The story of Senator King’s bill is now a thing of 
the past. After the hearings, the Alaska bill was 
killed in sub-committee and Senator King, as it seemed, 
did not have the incentive to bring it up for discussion 
in Congress. The above review of some of its char- 
acteristic features, which were not generally known to 
the public, has been presented here only because there 
is reason to believe that the new Alaska bill which 
Representative Dickstein intends to introduce in Con- 
gress, will meet with the same opposition as Senator 
King’s bill, on the part of both the liberals and the 
reactionaries, each for reasons of their own. 

As Jews, we are especially interested that the gov- 
ernment should allow a larger number of European 
refugees to enter if not the United States, at least 
Alaska. None of us harbors any illusions about 
solving the Jewish problem by establishing a purely 
or predominantly Jewish settlement in that territory. 
But a liberal law would enable a certain number of 
persecuted Jews as well as non-Jews to find an outlet 
for their energies in that undeveloped territory, and 
in due time create for themselves a home where they 
could restore their human dignity and earn their daily 
bread in freedom. 


- 


On the other hand, in spite of our eagerness to help 
our dispossessed people in Europe, Jewish public 
opinion in this country cannot support a legislative 
project that is liable to create untoward precedents 
and undermine the liberal foundations of the Ameri- 
can political edifice. The objections raised by the 
liberal critics against Senator King’s bill have not lost 
their convincing force also with regard to Congress- 
man Diskstein’s bill, if the latter, as reported, is 
based on the same legal considerations as the old bill. 

The problem of saving the largest possible number 
of ruined. Europeans, Jews as well as non-Jews, by 
allowing them to immigrate to the Western Hemis- 
phere is too serious to be solved through legalistic 
sophistry. The time has come for American progres- 
sive circles to demand openly and courageously the 
repeal of the 1924 immigration laws and the intro- 
duction, instead, of more humane as well as more 
practical regulations which would be in keeping with 
the best of American traditions. 

The United States has sustained no losses from the 
great immigration waves that have streamed into this 
country in the past. On the contrary, its present wealth 
and power are derived in large measure from the 
energy brought here by those poor and persecuted 
immigrants. Even in a comparatively small and 
overpopulated country like England, new immigrants 
of a certain type have been a blessing rather than a 
danger, as attested by Sir Norman Angell. In the 
United States, the economic opportunities are infinitely 
greater than in England. What we need is an Amer- 
ican Norman Angell, or perhaps several men of his 
caliber, who will start a courageous and energetic 
educational campaign for a revision of our immigra- 
tion laws in general; and not limit ourselves to doubt- 
ful legislative measures for opening a tiny gap in 
Alaska. 


Palestine Administration Indicted 


by Hayim Greenberg 





E HAVE received a .letter from Palestine 
W which has managed to slip past the censors. 
Though we cannot make this document public at the 
present time, we are convinced that the credibility of 
every piece of information contained in this uncen- 
sored report is beyond suspicion. We have known 
the author of the letter for a number of years, and are 
certain that he is absolutely trustworthy. We may in 
the near future have occasion to. publish some of the 
facts disclosed but we should like to indicate now that 
some of the revelations concerning the Palestine Ad- 
ministration would seem unbelievable, if not for the 
source of our information. The fact alone that a let- 
ter containing no military or administrative secrets 
but merely narrating conditions known to the entire 
Palestine population, had to be smuggled out of the 


country, is an illustration of the severe repressive mea- 
sures under which the Jewish community has to live. 
The administration of Palestine does not want the 
Jewish public, especially the American Jewish public, 
to know how it treats the population in general, and 
the Jews in particular. It does not want the melan- 
choly truth concerning Palestine to reach the United 
States. The administration takes steps to prevent pub- 
lic opinion in England itself and elsewhere from 
knowing the truth. Sometimes we wonder whether 
the London government is aware of all that its Pales- 
tine subordinates are perpetrating. At no time since 
Palestine has been under British rule has the regime 
been as “colonial” in the worst sense as in the last few 
months. In England proper the population still en- 
joys freedom of speech, of the press and of assembly. 
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In a certain sense we might even say that despite the 
danger threatening every hour, England has more gen- 
uine democracy today than before the war. Even the 
openly pro-Hitler Daily Worker, the organ of the 
English Communists, was permitted to appear freely 
till a little while ago. When the government finally 
decided to stop this obviously harmful publication, it 
had to secure the consent of Parliament. In Palestine, 
however, the Administration has muzzled the press 
with a most stringent censorship. Any serious criti- 
cism of the government has become impossible, as if 
the country were occupied by a hostile army, and the 
sole aim of the Jewish community were to destroy 
England. 

The Palestine administration knows well that Jews 
are the one people in the world who cannot be sus- 
pected of harboring any elements with a pro-Nazi 
orientation. (We do not include the handful of Jew- 
ish Communists because these have severed their con- 
nection with Jewry, and because in Palestine they have 
practically reached the vanishing point as far as num- 
bers or influence are concerned.) It knows that—no 
matter how paradoxical this may sound—Jews are 
even more pro-British than.the English themselves. 
In England there have been groups (some of whom 
still persist) who have been prepared to cooperate 
with Nazi Germany. Such circles do not and cannot 
exist among Jews. Even though there may still be 
some Englishmen, and. at present considerable num- 
bers of Frenchmen, who are ready to come to terms 
with a Hitler victory, every Jew knows that there is no 
room for Jews and Nazism on the same planet. In 
Jewry in general, in Palestine in particular, there 
exist fighting potentialities against Germany which 
from the point of view of intensity may not even be 
found in England. But instead of using these energies 
to their full measure, instead of stimulating and trans- 
forming them into a dynamic factor in the struggle 
against a dangerous foe, everything is done to curb 
and paralyze them. No Jew would dream of desig- 
nating the English government, or even the Palestine 
Administration, as anti-Semitic. But judging from 
events, every informed person is forced to conclude 
that the Palestine Administration handles Jewish inter- 
ests according to a definite intention—an intention 
which we can describe in no other way save as the 
systematic and brutally executed liquidation of Zion- 
ism. Otherwise we cannot understand the endless 
difficulties made by the Government in the matter of 
Jand purchase even in those regions in which the 
restrictions of the White Paper of unhappy memory 
were not operative. Otherwise we cannot explain the 
offensive ignoring of Jewish bodies with whom the 
Government had undertaken to cooperate. On no 
other basis can we explain the incredibly brutal treat- 
ment—reminiscent of Czarist Russian police methods— 
which the Administration has seen fit to mete out to 
the so-called “illegal” immigrants. There can be no 
other interpretation of this policy when we learn that 
sick, naked, barefoot refugees were led at night from 
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the camps, where they had been interned, to ships 
ready to deport them; that their bare bodies were beat- 
en to the point of blood and wounds if they refused to 
go; that some were even beaten till they fell unconsci- 
ous. All has become permissible when it is a question 
of convincing the Arabs that the White Paper repre- 
sents the last word in British policy. Nothing is stop- 
ped at, even to the point of treating like criminals Jews 
whose sole sin consists in fleeing from Nazi bestiality 
to the Jewish homeland without the necessary docu- 
ments (some of them having journeyed for months, 
sometimes more than a year), even to the point of 
using ‘enforcement methods” which in civilized coun- 
tries may not even be applied to professional murder- 
ers. There is apparently no cruelty and no folly 
which the Palestine Administration is not capable of 
in order to demonstrate again and again that the 
White Paper policy has not been abolished, and will 
not be abolished in the future. Furthermore, the gov- 
ernment seems to have lost all sense of proportion in 
the administration of its regulations. When respon- 
sible Jewish bodies asked the authorities to permit a 
certain number of “illegals’’ to remain in the country 
and to deduct the number from the 75,000 allowed to 
enter Palestine even according to the text of the White 
Paper, they were unable to secure this concession. 

We should not like to be misunderstood. At this 
moment we do not demand that the English govern- 
ment should come out with an official declaration that 
the White Paper is no more. In order to cancel the 
legal force of the White Paper, the government should 
make public a new document, perhaps an open 
statement as to its future policy in Palestine. One can 
understand that at this critical stage of the war many 
reasons may prevent the government from issuing 
such a statement. At the same time every thoughtful 
Englishman should realize that a policy conceived be- 
fore the war, in a wholly different atmosphere and 
based upon wholly different political calculations, can- 
not be viewed as an unbreakable law of nature, parti- 
cularly when one considers the far-reaching inter- 
national changes which the course of the war is pre- 
cipitating. The England of 1941 is not the England 
of 1939. A great many concepts and notions canon- 
ized by history, which only a short while ago were 
viewed as fundamental by the English, have already 
been seriously questioned or radically modified. After 
England has been ready—on the eve of France’s capi- 
tulation—to surrender her sovereignty and enter into 
a federated partnership with France, it becomes absurd 
to assume that a few paragraphs pertaining to a small 
country which is not even a part of the Empire, and 
which England rules temporarily and in trust, are 
something inexorable and unalterable. We might 
therefore have expected that the Palestine Administra- 
tors, even without officially abolishing the White 
Paper, would have dealt with the situation pragmatic- 
ally, rather than. legalistically, and would have taken 
into account conditions of which the composers of the 
White Paper could have had no knowledge. The Pales- 
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tine Administration, however, seems to believe that 
though the very character of the Empire may undergo 
radical changes, the White Paper—that shameful docu- 
ment in which British policy miscarred in a moment 
of frustration and moral impotence—must remain in- 
violable. 

We have not made public all the details of the let- 
ter which has reached us. The time for that has not 
yet come. However, we feel that American Jewry 
should know some of the bitter truth about our pre- 
sent situation in Palestine. The Jewish and non-Jew- 
ish world should know the truth about Palestine, mel- 
ancholy though that be. And we are not afraid that 
this knowledge will lessen the readiness of all sections 
of Jewry to do their utmost for a decisive British vic- 
tory. We have no choice. Our destiny is bound up 
with that of England and we cannot for a moment stop 
thinking of ourselves as England’s allies—despite all 
the errors of her policy, despite the wounds she has 
caused us in the most tragic period of our martyr- 
history. 
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But no one can demand that we continue to suffer 
blows, insults, and injustices without a cry, without an 
appeal to English public opinion, without a protest 
against England’s blackening her own name and viol- 
ating those principles of humanity for whose sake mil- 
lions of her sons risk their lives daily. Let us seek 
ways and means of helping England with increasing 
effectiveness, but at the same time let us not keep 
silent concerning the grievous wrongs committed 
against us. Let us find ways to accuse England before 
England. Let us bring our charge against a branch of 
England’s government apparatus before the English 
people, before English public opinion, more respon- 
sive now than ever. There is no conflict between the 
two tasks that stand before us. Open criticism on the 
part of a loyal friend and a people that considers itself 


_an ally in destiny, no matter how sharp or challenging 


it may be, cannot be viewed as destructive. It can 
only move patriotic Englishmen to take heed, and 
mend those errors in their country’s course which may 
prove obstacles to England’s victory. 


Rebirth in San Domingo?. 


by Marie Syrkin 





: on VERY recently the average person’s knowl- 
edge of the Dominican Republic has been most 
casual. At best one remembered that in 1492 Colum- 
bus discovered the island in the West Indies, named 
by him Hispaniola and later known as Santa Domin- 
go. But except for historic associations and the earn- 
est tourist’s assurance that ruins dating back to the 
white man’s first settlement in. the New World, as 
well as the grave of Columbus, could be found in 
Ciudad Trujillo, there has been little present awareness 
either of this second largest island in the Antilles or 
of its absolute ruler, Generalissimo Rafael Leonidas 
Trujillo Molina. A bit of undesirable publicity got 
bruited about a couple of years ago when some 12,000 
black Haitian workers were massacred by the Dom- 
inican authorities in a border dispute, but outside of 
this incident the general public’s concern with events 
in the Dominican Republic has been extremely mea- 
ger. In 1938, however, Trujillo broke into the news 
in a big way. He offered asylum for 100,000 refu- 
gees of all religions in the Dominican Republic. This 
offer, alone of its kind and far larger in scope than 
anything proposed by other governments participating 
in the conference, created an immediate sensation. It 
was the most generous gesture made in Evian. The 
only country which had shown an apparent readiness 
to make a constructive contribution to the refugee 
problem had proven to be an island in the West 
Indies. It was time to find out something about it. 
The Dominican Republic, greater in size than Bel- 
gium or Holland, occupies the eastern two-thirds of 
the island of San Domingo. The western third is oc- 


cupied by the Negro republic of Haiti. Though Haiti 
has the lesser territory, its population is over 2,500,- 
000 in comparison with the Dominican Republic's 
population of 1,500,000. Whereas Haiti is almost 
entirely pure black, the Dominicans represent a racial 
stock which varies from pure white of Spanish descent 
to mixtures of Indian and Negro blood. The popu- 
lation is believed to be about one-third Negro. Tru- 
jillo’s desire for white settlers may in part be explain- 
ed by his fear of the black republic to the west which 
may overflow into his less populated and more spac- 
ious boundaries. Furthermore, he has vision enough 
to realize how much an influx of capital and ambi- 
tious, competent human material may do to develop 
the latent resources of his country. In a statement 
which appeared in the New York Times of June 11, 
1940, Trujillo made his position clear: 


“Our essential purpose in opening the doors of 
the country to immigrants is purely humanitar- 
ian. Naturally, we also saw in this policy an op- 
portunity to contribute toward the solution of 
one of the fundamental problems of our country 
—the sparsity of population in comparison with 
the extent of our territory. 

“The natural increase of our population is 
quite satisfactory, but the size of our country, 
with a superabundance of cultivable lands, per- 
mits us to look forward to a progressive increase 
in population such as would place us on the same 
level of demographic intensity as other neighbor- 
ing countries of the Antilles.’’ 


Nothing was done to implement Trujillo's offer till 
the formation of the non-sectarian Dominican Repub- 
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lic Settlement Association headed by James N. Rosen- 
berg and Dr. Joseph Rosen who has had considerable 
experience with colonization problems through his 
work with Agro-Joint in Russia. Since January, 1940, 
Dorsa, as the association is known in brief, has been 
engaged in the task of laying the groundwork for a 
refugee settlement in the Dominican Republic. War- 
time conditions, with the incident difficulties of trans- 
portation, have considerably hampered the work of 
the Association. Refugees selected for settlement in 
available European centers have frequently not been 
able to reach the country. Consequently, the tempo of 
immigration has so far been slower than anticipated. 
However, there are at present about 260 people in 
Sosua, and it is possible to form some notion of what 
Dorsa proposes to achieve. 


OSUA IS a tract of land on the northern coast of 

the island consisting of 26,000 acres. It has 
been deeded outright to Dorsa by Trujillo and is rent- 
free and tax-free. WVerdant and richly wooded, on the 
shore of the Caribbean, it is a place of great natural 
beauty. I was told by agricultural experts studying 
the locality that the soil is fertile and adapted to a 
diversity of crops. I am in no position to judge these 
matters, but the green fields and abundance of trees 
and plants of various kinds on the surrounding hills 
certainly give the impression of land which would 
generously repay cultivation. As a matter of fact a 
considerable variety of vegetables other than the usual 
tropical yucca, yams, beans and corn, are already be- 
ing grown there. 


Settlers for Sosua are chosen in countries of Europe 
from which it is possible to secure emigration. The 
range of choice has been shrinking as the war devel- 
ops. For instance, 250 prospective settlers were 
chosen in Amsterdam. Only 37 of the 250 were ac- 
tually able to arrive. Healthy young people, of sturdy 
physique, and preferably with some agricultural train- 
ing are chosen. Proper selection of the prospective 
settler is an important element because obviously un- 
less the individual is physically vigorous, and has an 
aptitude for agricultural life, his attempt to become a 
farmer in a subtropical climate is foredoomed to fail- 
ure. Some previous agricultural training has been 
made posible occasionally through the agricultural 
training camps for the economic redistribution of Jews 
which have been conducted in Germany. Each settler 
pledges himself to become a Dominican citizen and 
remain as a permanent cultivator of the soil. Domin- 
ican citizenship is available after two years of resi- 
dence plus the cultivation of land. This provision is 
an essential one as the Dominican government does 
not want a fluctuating population of immigrants who 
seek only temporary asylum. 


When a group of settlers arrives in the Dominican 
Republic, it goes immediately to Sosua where the 
single men are housed in newly built barracks and the 


women and married couples are put up in small cot- 
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tages which are on the property. The barracks and 
these cottages, together with some larger cottages for 
visitors and the administration, form a reception cen- 
ter. The newcomers spend between three and six 
months there, in the space of which they are expected 
to become acclimated and to receive further training 
in various branches of agriculture. They are organ- 
ized into groups which get practice in gardening, 
dairying, cattle-raising, etc. The work is rotated so 
that it is assumed that after the initial training period, 
each individual will be familiar with the various de- 
partments of agricultural work, and proficient in the 
branches of his choice. There are a community kit- 
chen and dining room for the men living in the bar- 
racks. The couples who have individual dwellings are 
expected to take in two settlers for whom the house- 
wife cooks as well as for her own family. During 
this preparatory period all expenses are provided by 
Dorsa, including 10c a day for pocket money. When 
a settler feels that he is prepared to stand on his own, 
he is given a homestead. That is to say, he gets a 
bungalow with 8 to 10 acres of land, and whatever 
initial equipment of tools and livestock is required to 
enable him to farm his land. This represents an out- 
lay of about $1,000 per settler—a sum which it is as- 
sumed will be repaid within 20 years. It is assumed 
that the homestead itself will provide the actual 
means of sustenance. For additional income, it is ex- 
pected that settlers will join in some cooperative effort 
such as cheese-making, or poultry-raising. The pro- 
ceeds from the sale of these products will provide 
capital for those engaged in the work. The ambition 
of Dorsa is to settle people on homesteads as rapidly 
as possible and keep the main grounds as a constantly 
functioning reception and training center for new 
arrivals. 

The Association also hopes that industries will de- 


velop around the agricultural project, so as to make 


feasible the integration of 100,000 people, Jews and 
non-Jews, into the economy of the Dominican Repub- 
lic. The growing of bamboo for tropical furniture, 
large scale cheese manufacture, and boat-building, are 
some of the allied occupations which have been men- 
tioned as growing naturally around the nucleus of the 
first settlement in Sosua, which represents only one 
colonization point in the island. Eventually to absorb 
the suggested 100,000 settlers, colonization will have 
to take place in land adjacent to Sosua, or in other sec- 
tions of the Dominican Republic. Trujillo has just 
announced the grant of an additional 50,000 acres for 
settlement. Whatever else may be lacking, there will 
apparently be no scarcity of land. 

At present, all this is in embryo. So far there are 
fewer than 300 settlers in Sosua, of whom 1/5 are 
women, and it would be presumptuous to pass judg- 
ment. One can only give impressions. When I ar- 
rived at Sosua in the middle of January, I was startled 
like everyone else at the loveliness of the place. One 
man connected with the Association remarked to me 


that Dorsa could manage with a less picturesque set- 
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ting, and I felt that he didn’t want a visitor to be 
lulled into forgetting the real difficulties of pioneer 
colonization by the blandishments of a tropical moon 
over the Caribbean. 

The barracks are far more attractive than the drab 
name would imply. They are newly built in stag- 
gered formation so as to benefit from any sea-breezes 
that may be blowing. The windows within the bar- 
racks are also staggered so as to allow for the maxi- 
mum of ventilation. Apparently, there has been in- 
telligent planning of the details of construction. The 
cottages in which couples live looked cozy and com- 
fortable—far less primitive than I had expected. 
Each one is provided with a porch on which I saw 
people resting and reading after work hours. 

The settlers looked young and husky; the average 
age is about 26. The broad-shouldered, bronzed chaps 
that I saw bore no visible signs of the experiences that 
they had been through in Europe. The American ag- 
ricultural expert—a Gentile—who was also visiting 
Sosua for the first time, remarked with astonishment 
on how little like “refugees” these young men and 
women looked. There was no cowed nor beaten air 
about them. 

When I was there, twelve settlers had already gone 
out to their own homesteads. The bungalows had 
been built by native labor, as the Association wishes 
to speed up the process of independent settlement as 
much as possible. Actual building construction is 
the only form of labor for which native workers are 
hired; everything else is done by the settlers. 

I visited one of the homesteads occupied by a mid- 
dle-aged German couple with two young sons. The 
husband had been a successful -cattle dealer in Ger- 
many; the wife had been accustomed to a farmer’s 
life. Their cottage was spick and span bearing every 
mark of a competent housewife’s desire to adjust her- 
self intelligently to circumstances whether in an apple 
orchard along the Rhine or under a mango tree in the 
West Indies. She was trying to adorn her tropical 


_ home with lace curtains and embroideries which prob- 


ably had been salvaged from Germany. There was 
no gas nor electricity, nor anything that we know as 
“modern conveniences,” but in the kitchen hung a 
white jar marked “zwiebel,” and I wondered whether 
it had accompanied her on her flight from Hitler as a 
kind of talisman. She apologized that she had to 
keep her closet open—otherwise the humidity mil- 
dewed the clothes; then she showed me proudly the 
wooden chairs made by her skillful sixteen year old 
son. Her older son was working in the garden. She 
and her hale looking husband seemed contented, 
happy to have escaped from the horrors of a concen- 
tration camp, and ready to work hard and live frug- 
ally in any friendly environment. 

Another homesteader that I saw was feeding his 
pigs. He was engaged in pig-raising, and his stock 
was apparently thriving. It must be borne in mind in 
this connection that these twelve homesteaders repre- 
sent the best equipped and most energetic of the im- 
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migrants. The fact that within a comparatively short 
time they were already on their own small farms is 
evidence of this. To what extent these twelve are 
representative of the remainder is a matter of con- 
jecture, 


I HAD a chance to get a bird’s eye view of all the 
settlers together at a dramatic reading given in 
the entertainment barrack on a Saturday evening. It 
was a German reading by a Viennese actor. The 
audience of over a hundred young people listened in- 
tently to declamations of Goethe, Heine and other 
German classics. There was also a humorous part to 
the program. I heard a number of grim jokes about 
Hitler, and less grim ones about the immigrants’ sta- 
tus—a kind of specific brand of “refugee’’ humor was 
apparently in the process of development. One of 
the jokes, for instance, poked fun at the needy refu- 
gee who boasts of his former wealth and station. 
Finally his small poodle is asked, “And what were 
you in the good, old days?’’, to which the poodle re- 
plies, “I was a St. Bernard.’’ The audience, well- 
dressed, attractive, seemed to be having a good time. 
From the eagerness with which the young people lis- 
tened, one felt that “culture” and intellectual diver- 
sion were needs for which provision would have to be 
made. Looking at the European group, listening to 
the German chatter, it was hard to believe that one 
would soon step into a bland, tropical night and go to 
sleep under a mosquito net. 

As is to be expected, all is not a bed of roses. One 
cannot transplant Europeans of various previous occu- 
pational origins into a tropical climate without a 
struggle of adaptation. Nor will a former lawyer or 
accountant be transformed into an agricultural worker 
capable of hard physical labor from early morning till 
night-fall without some backaches and _ heartaches. 
Consequently, I was not surprised at hearing stories of 
dissatisfaction with living conditions on the part of 
some settlers. The complaints I heard were the in- 
evitable ones arising among people living in close 
quarters under trying circumstances. Some ‘people ob- 
jected to the type of work assigned—one man was 
“allergic” to kitchen work; several of the women had 
gotten into each other’s hair over the pots and pans; 
some objected to the communal fare. As one wag put 
it, there were two schools of gastronomy: One had 
learned how to cook macaroni in an Italian concentra- 
tion camp, the other, in a German one. Consequently, 
there were clashes. All these grumblings could be 
dismissed as patt of the business of being human. 
Nor was it to be wondered that a few of the settlers 
wished to leave, having found the life too rigorous. 
A number of misfits were bound to form part of any 
group. 

I was in no real position to judge the climate. 
When I was there—in January—it was pleasantly 
warm in the daytime, if one kept out of the mid-day 
sun, and cool enough for a blanket at night. That, 
however, is the Dominican winter. Accounts vary as 
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to the months of March to November. Some Amer- 
icans have assured me that the days, provided one kept 
in the shade, are not intolerable, and that the nights 
are comfortable. Others, on the other hand, were 
equally emphatic in their statements that the heat was 
staggering. One thing, however, is certain: field 
work in the spring and summer months must be 
extremely wearing. 

The health of the settlers has been good up to now. 
There have been some cases of malaria, but not 
enough to constitute a problem. At any rate, in the 
Dominican Republic, there are no dangerous pesti- 
lences, such as yellow fever or elephantiasis, which 
may be found in Haiti. 

A more serious problem is the shortage of women. 
The proportion of single women in the settlement was 
something like 1 woman to 10 men at the time of my 
visit. The Association is attempting to remedy this 
situation by securing visas for sisters, cousins, or 
brides of the settlers. 


eta HAVE asked me, “Are the settlers 
happy?” There is no occasion for exuberance in 
the fate which drove these human beings across the 
ocean to an unknown island in the Caribbean, and I 
felt no glow in the air. In fact, I quite definitely felt 
the reverse. A refugee, whom I met in Ciudad Tru- 
jillo, the capital of the Dominican Republic, said to 
me: siedeln muss man:mit Begeisterung. (One must 
colonize with inspiration.) Experience has shown 
this to be more than a phrase. Colonization, like 
genius, may be nine tenths perspiration but without 
that final one-tenth of “inspiration” the whole does 
not function. The comparison with Zionist pioneer- 
ing cannot be waived. In Palestine I had seen living 
conditions in some of the settlements—outposts in the 
wilderness—far more primitive than anything I ob- 
‘served in Sosua. The barracks and bungalows of 
Sosua, simple as these are, would still seem luxurious 
to many a chalutz, and the rich soil and abundant 
vegetation would appear Utopian to one of our classic 
drainers of swamps and irrigators of the desert. 

I could not help remembering the rapture with 
which a girl in a small kvutza in the Emek once 
brought me a radish, saying, “These are our first rad- 
ishes,”. as though this radish sprung from Palestine 
earth were something unique and precious. This 
high sense of purpose, of exaltation, I felt at no 
moment, neither while in Sosua, nor while discussing 
the project with many people in the Dominican Re- 
public. I stress this fact not because I believe that 
every human being must live in an idealistic fervor, 
but because I wonder whether a hard pioneering pro- 
ject is possible without such fervor. It is not enough 
to erect a homestead; one must build a home. Obvi- 
ously, there can be no sense of home-coming now, 
when a settler arrives in the West Indies. It would 
be foolish to expect a refugee from a concenttation 
camp to burst into a ora, or its equivalent, when he 
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a chalutz does when he sees Mount Carmel in the dis- 
tance. The crucial question is: can such a sense of 
home be created in the future? The eking out of an 
existence for oneself is not enough incentive for so 
complete a psychic and physical revolution as is im- 
plied in the transportation of a white man to the en- 
vironment strange in climate, race, language, culture, 
of an island in the West Indies. Unless profound 
emotional ties are created, there is no reason for main- 
taining the effort of acclimatization as soon as the 
pressure is released. We know that when Hitler is 
defeated, and the world resumes, a human aspect, im- 
migration to Palestine will proceed with even greater 
impetus. The drive, beyond the immediate exigency, 
is there. The fate of such a settlement as Sosua, how- 
ever, is largely conjectural. 


The Sosua project should not be confused with a 
territorialist venture. ‘Territorialism implies specific- 
ally Jewish colonization in such a manner that the 
Jewish character of the settlement will be encouraged 
and maintained—Zion outside of Palestine. Such is 
not the case in Sosua. The Dominican Republic Set- 
tlement Association is avowedly non-sectarian. Just 
before I left, preparations were being made to receive 
a group of Czechs. The Dominican Government has 
stressed its desire for refugees who will become in 
every sense an integral part of the country, in short, 
100% Dominicans. In fact, resentment is felt to- 
wards Jews who merely wait for affidavits to enter the 
United States, and all immigration, save to the colony 
of Sosua, has been stopped. In view of the character 
of refugee needs, many of the settlers in Sosua will 
probably be Jews, but there is no question here of 
forming a purely Jewish settlement—let alone a Jew- 
ish territory. 


The recent conversations between Trujillo and Otto 
of Austria in regard to settling Catholic refugees are 
another indication of how much expectation there may 
be of large-scale Jewish settlement. One cannot even 
be too sure that Jews will predominate, should a size- 
able influx of refugees become possible. Trujillo's 
negotiations with Otto are a straw in the wind. The 
Spanish Loyalists, of whom there are 1,500 in San 
Domingo, are viewed with suspicion as potential revo- 
lutionaries, or at any rate possible opponents of a dic- 
tatorial regime. Presumably, Otto’s Catholics are re- 
garded as a politically more reliable element. Should it 
be possible for Trujillo to secure a sufficiently large 
number of politically irreproachable settlers of his 
own faith, who knows to what proportions the Jewish 
percentage in the refugee settlement might dwindle. 


Any plan which proposes to save refugees from the 
hell of Hitler’s Europe merits support. No reason- 
able prospect of rescue can be dismissed. So far, the 
grandiose schemes for 100,000 settlers have boiled 
down to fewer than 300 souls. However, Dorsa with 
the aid of interested governments, hopes to increase 
the flow of immigration rapidly. There can be little 
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and that his professions may now be taken in good 
faith. His word is law, and his administration and 
people will be sympathetic to the venture in the pre- 
cise measure that he is. Of course, a dictator’s policy 
is subject to caprice, but one can hardly ask for guar- 
antees in the present world. What will be the future 
attitude of the ruler or the native population should a 
sizeable community succeed in establishing itself and 
prospering, is not a question of immediate concern to 
the man who is fleeing death or torture. 


The Isolationist Camp 
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Assuming that it will be possible to increase the 
tempo of immigration, Sosua can in no sense be view- 
ed as a rival of Palestine. It does not pretend to 
solve the Jewish problem or to build a Jewish future. 
If it is successful, it will give some Jewish refugees a 
chance to reestablish their broken lives and to become 
good Dominicans, far from the great current of Euro- 
pean and American civilization. Such a prospect fails 
to fill me with enthusiasm, but then I live in the 
United States, not in Germany. 


by Victor Riesel 





PEEDING WESTWARD, an airline express 
S crashed last summer, killing United States Sen- 
ator Ernest Lundeen and 24 others. Among them 
were several agents of the Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation. Sensing a newsbeat Bob Allen and Drew 
Pearson of the Washington Merry-Go-Round called a 
few contacts and learned that the Department of Jus- 
tice had been trailing the late isolationist Senator. 


Immediately Senator Wheeler demanded a congres- 
sional investigation of the Merry-Go-Rounders, the 
Communist press howled and Father Coughlin rushed 
into print with a treacly eulogy of Senator Lundeen. 
It was little known then that Lundeen had been co- 
operating with both the Communist and Nazi ends of 
the isolationist machinery in the United States, and 
that early last year he had risen to the strains of the 
Horst Wessel with other “guests” at a German-Amer- 
ican Chamber of Commerce reception at the Waldorf 
Astoria, tendered to the Duke of Saxe-Coburg, Hitler’s 
special fence fixer in the United States. Not long 
afterward Corliss Lamont, millionaire salesman of 
American Communism, admitted that Lundeen had 
been a close friend of the Communist Party. Said 
Lamont: 


“When Senator Lundeen was killed in an airplane 
accident last summer the cause of closer American- 
Soviet understanding suffered a, severe loss. Mr. Lun- 
deen had worked consistently for better relations be- 
tween the U.S.A. and the U.S.S.R. and was one of the 
few members of Congress who inscribed his name in 
the golden book of American friendship with the 
Soviet Union on the occasion of the Socialist republics’ 
twentieth anniversary in 1937.” 


The Lundeen incident is typical of the mystery and 
confusion characterising the political melange which 
is today the American isolationist movement. It 
reaches strangely from Verne Marshall, the Donald 
Duck of the professional pacifists, to Norman Thomas, 
most voluble and popular of the sincere isolationists. 

Out of the miasma of isolationist theories filling the 
radio waves these days come two definite trends. Most 
noticeable now, and fast becoming the most effective 


ideological weapon of professional Americaneers, is 
big business’ fear of post war socialism. 

On the left is the Socialists’ fear of post war big 
business and the possibility that some American Thys- 
sen will invest in a private army to prevent inevitable 
social reconstruction. Yet both the extreme isolationist 
right, which is best characterized by Mark Sullivan and 
Colonel McCormick of the Chicago Tribune, and the 
pacifist Left, best represented by several Socialist Party 
anti-war fronts, are more or less linked. Sidney Hertz- 
berg, editor of Uncensored, the Socialist Party’s iso- 
lationist newsletter, is now national publicity director 
for General Wood’s and Hugh Johnson’s America 
First Committee. 

This fear of some post war readjustment to the so- 
cial needs of a nation with millions of jobless, dis- 
possessed farm populations, declassed merchants and 
disinherited youths, has seeped down into the strata 
of small business men. Their fear is tinged with 
hatred for corporate monopoly and its all-pervading 
strength during war emergency. 

The stay-at-home psychology, and its concomitant 
Anglophobia resulting from this fear, also has its roots 
in, and is encouraged by, large sections of the Catholic 
Church, midwest provincialism, westcoast fear of 
Japan and some German, Italian and Irish national 
groups which find effective expression in the appease- 
ment press and their own foreign language news- 
papers. Not the least of these elements is anti-Semit- 
ism, ‘‘why fight this Jew-war.” 

The logic of all isolationism is that all the political 
groups it permeates find themselves slowly and in- 
evitably drawn together. So it has been. Socialists 
suddenly discovered themselves working with Verne 
Marshall, who in turn suddenly looms as a front for 
local Coughlinite “Keep America Out of War’ fronts; 
with O. K. Armstrong, leader with George Sokolsky 
of the fight on Harold Rugg’s progressive textbooks; 
with Colonel Charles A. Lindbergh; even with Mer- 
win K. Hart, tin plate New York fascist lifted into 
national prominence by Secretary Ickes’ recent attack. 
This list could be prolonged, but the result is always 
the same: a startling link to men who are in turn part 
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of the Communist or Nazi apparatus in this country. 
It was this ineluctable logic which bound John L. 
Lewis to Verne Marshall through the CIO leader’s 
friendship with William Rhodes Davis, Nazi pur- 
chasing agent in the Americas. And then there is the 
Lewis friendship with Pat Hurley, secretary of War 
in the Hoover Cabinet, a Sinclair Oil agent and a 
business associate of Davis during the negotiations 
with the Mexican government over oil to Germany. 
John Lewis’ relation to the Communist bloc in CIO 
is obvious to the objective observer of labor politics. 


HE FIRST political casualty of the isolationist-in- 

terventionist conflict here is the Left, which col- 
lapsed with slight attention from those politically con- 
scious. This trend is best worded by Lewis Mumford 
in a recent letter to this writer. He said: 

“Perhaps the one virtue of Hitler’s challenge is that 
it compels us to reshuffle all our old alignments and 
re-think all our old uncertainties. The only thing that 
gives me any sense of reassurance in the present crisis 
is that I have a very keen memory of the confusion 
and cross-purposes that attended the last war at the 
time we joined it—although there had been a much 
more systematic discussion of its background and its 
issues than has taken place in this one. There were 
more pacifists during the last war, and they were 
often people of very high calibre; but they weren't 
by any chance lined up with the Kaiser’s government 
then. This unholy alliance between the left and the 
right is the disconcerting thing today . . .” 

Unholy alliance it is. Certain top industrialists re- 
member that Hitler already has won enough battles for 
a score of wars, and that the final one may go to him 
when he tries Britain’s defenses. Then will come the 
American scramble for Berlin’s business, for then 
Berlin will control nearly eighty percent of the world’s 
people, their wants, and their ability to buy and 
pay. These men organize isolationism’s campaign as 
they would funds, media, and copy for an advertising 
drive to put over Flicky-Flaky soap or Mushy’s Break- 
fast Food. 

What our sincere isolationists forget is that Adolf 
Hitler is not master of Europe because his is the 
strongest army. Hitler achieves his aggressions in a few 
days or weeks only after a careful preparation inside 
the victim-nation—only then do the tanks and armored 
cars go in to back up the Quislings, the Leopolds and 
the different Lavals. 

Thi unholy alliance becomes gruesome in its im- 
plications if we recall what occurred in France after 
Paul Faure and his Socialists who urged “peace with 
Germany at any price’ joined with Marcel Deat in 
the work of the Contact Committee, a House of Dep- 
uties caucus of all members opposed to the prosecution 
of the war. Later in Vichy, it was learned that the Con- 
tact Committee’s strings were pulled by Otto Abetz 
and agents inside France. 

In this country isolationism and “‘peace at any 
price” can only be sold to the American people by 
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those who come from the Left garbed in the shrieking 
but outworn progressivism of a Burton K. Wheeler, 
a Hiram Johnson and a Phil LaFollette. Big business 
can not do it for big business is split. Long ago it 
forgot how to talk to the man in the street—as was 
evidenced during the recent $50,000,000 campaign to 
elect Wendell Willkie; the Coughlinite forces can 
not do it for already the radio priest’s influence has 
disintegrated, his magazine practically out of circula- 
tion, and his candidates badly beaten at the polls. So 
opprobious is Coughlinism in the public eye that re- 
cently in Chicago, Federal Judge Holly ruled that 


calling anyone the spokesman of Father Coughlin was ~ 


libelous per se. Other Federal Judges notably in Mil- 
waukee and Kansas have been inclined to hold with 
Judge. Holly. 

Nor will anti-Semitism put isolationism across. Joe 
McWilliams in Yorkville, ex- Congressman Jacob 
Thorkelson in Montana, ex-Congressman Schafer in 
Wisconsin and a score of other professional Jew- 
haters discovered that the American public was in no 
mood for “blaming it on the Jews” when it went to 
the polls last November and wiped out of political 
life all but three of a score of avowed anti-Semites. 
And these three won by narrow margins. 

And so it is that we find Senator Wheeler (coasting 
along on the progressive reputation earned as the 
elder LaFollette’s running mate in ’24) the outstand- 
ing director and chief stockholder in what may be 
termed American Isolationism, Inc., with subsidiaries 
in the Republican, Socialist and Communist parties. 

But before we get to the good Senator, it’s best to 
examine the genesis of America’s isolationism, 1941 
model. 


{* IS no accident that the first and the last of the 
numerous “peace” outlets which sprang up during 
the past two years like false front shacks in some 
movie boom town, were camouflage for the same 
types of pro-German propaganda. Berlin is not known 
for lack of tenacity. The first was Coughlin’s Com- 
mittee to Keep America Out of-War. As its anti- 
Semitic activities became more public, it was discred- 
ited. But the machinery was there. And when Verne 
Marshall arranged his cocktail blowouts and formal 
dinners at the city’s exclusive hotels the same old faces 
were present. When Verne Marshall put his fists 
down, stopped asking his audience to step up and 
fight, and took time out for a meeting of his own, 
it was the same old Christian Front-Christian Mobili- 
zers-German-American Bund crowd which turned out 
to jeer the Jews and cheer the news that Britain was 
fighting “‘a war to preserve Judaism.” This was over 
in Queens last month in Lost Battalion Hall, rented 
by William J. Goodwin, political organizer in New 
York for Father Coughlin and New York campaign 
manager for John N. Garner, when the latter sought 
the Democratic presidential nomination early last year. 

It was the Detroit radio priest who first ordered his 
people to agitate against “this imperialistic war.” 
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This was two years ago and more when big business 
was looking for a war boom; the Communists were 
singing in the star spangled manner; when Joe Ken- 
nedy’s chief problem was to select debutantes for pre- 
sentation at the Court of Saint James; Lindbergh, 
Ford, and James D. Mooney’s Nazi honor medals were 
still shiny and Verne Marshall was a country editor 
who had just won a Pulitzer prize. 

In that early organization were the personalities 
now most closely identified with the drive to keep 
“America’s boys from being plowed under’, Ham 
Fish, Merwin K. Hart, Joe McWilliams, Father Ed- 
ward Lodge Currant, Reverend Brophy, Domestic Re- 
lations Court Justice O’Brien, the Bund leaders, Jacob 
Thorkelson, and the much embittered darling of 
Coughlin’s Social Justice, ex-Congressman John J. 
O’Connor. They thundered in and out of Carnegie 
Hall, the Hotel Great Northern, Eblings Casino, Inns- 
fail Park, Yorkville haufbraus and Queens and Brook- 
lyn High School auditoriums. Once they were em- 
barrassed when reporters, this writer among them, 
discovered that a demonstration called by Merwin K. 
Hart and company had earmarked a bloc of tickets 
for the German-American Bund. But then Fritz Kuhn 
went to prison, Social Justice salesmen, who offered 
you the Brooklyn Tablet too, or called you hooknose 
to tempt you into a fracas with local goons, alienated 
Jews, Protestants and Catholics alike; Allen Zoll, 
professional hatred promoter was held for extortion 
and Joe McWilliams became little more than a hand- 
some and debonair public nuisance. Their meetings, 
called in the name of the New York City Committee 
to Keep America out of War, were Anglophobic, 
anti-Semitic demonstrations attended by some handfuls 
of Irish and Germans. Even the New York Journal 
lost interest. 

This was all very embarrassing to the Socialists for 
soon afterwards they organized several sincere peace 
fronts among which was the Keep America Out of 
War Congress, a federated group led by John T. 
Flynn, Scripps-Howard enfant terrible. Affiliated with 
the Keep America Out of War Congress were such 
organizations as Frederick J. Libby’s National Council 
for the Prevention of War; A. J. Muste’s Fellowship 
of Reconciliation; the Quakers and others. Among the 
Socialist fronts were the Youth Committee Against 
War, and the Writers’ Anti-War Bureau, most suc- 
cessful of S.P. transmission belts. 

But although the Writers’ Bureau was the most suc- 
cessful of the Socialist Party’s pacifist efforts, like the 
others, it proved no end of political embarrassment. 
It turned out a mimeographed newsletter called Un- 
censored, which used George -Seldes’ technique of 
propagandizing by “debunking” other propaganda— 
which in nearly every instance was that of the British. 
So enthusiastically did the editors “debunk” British 
activities here—and they are legion—that even the 
peaceful and journalistically gentle George Britt, 
author of the ‘Fifth Column Is Here,” rose in wrath 
to dub Uncensored pro-German. Its editor’s psychol- 
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ogy—as frequently expressed to this writer—was 
simple: there was no chance that the United States 
would declare war on England, therefore the thing to 
do was to expose the British, not the Germans. 

But Uncensored earned its notoriety in a much more 
cataclysmic manner. One bright Texas morning Con- 
gressman Dies revealed that several American isola- 
tionists had cooperated with the New York German 
Library of Information in the publication of the now 
notorious White Book attack on former Ambassador 
William C. Bullitt. 

Uncensored leads a more sheltered life now, for 
its former editor became national publicity director of 
the America First Committee last month. Henry Ford, 
Kathryn Lewis, Hanford McNider and General 
Hugh Johnson are among the most active organizers 
of this committee—not to mention Colonel McCor- 
mick and his Chicago Tribune. 

Just as significant are the activities of other Social- 
ists whose honesty did not save them from the logic 
of all contemporary isolationism, the crippling de- 
featism which paved the road to Vichy and Riom. 
For example: -Frederick J. Libby endorsed Scribner's 
Commentator after it had become notorious as the 
mouthpiece of Henry Ford, Colonel Lindbergh and 
every big time appeaser in the nation. The Commen- 
tator, it was subsequently discovered, is owned by 
Douglas M. Stewart and George T. Eggleston who 
dug up Verne Marshall at the Republican National 
Convention to launch the No Foreign War Com- 
mittee. Mr. Libby has not yet repudiated the Com- 
mentator. 

Not so long ago A. J. Muste and other intelligent 
Socialists attended a Washington isolationist confer- 
ence and found themselves in the midst of a dinner 
cheering Charles Lindbergh. 

In a spirit of political altruism we can skip over 
the melange which is the America First Committee. 
It will go nowhere, first because Chicago, where it 
makes its headquarters, is the graveyard of such pres- 
sure groups; because it is a neutralizing mixture of 
Socialists, Communist fellow travelers (Kathryn Lew- 
is), big business tories and Mrs. Wheeler. It will plug 
along getting wide publicity in the midwest, but soon- 
er or later the clash between these divergent elements 
will split it again, as it was split when Henry Ford 
and Lessing Rosenwald quit its board of directors. 

Of the other important big business appeasement 
personalities the most important are Joe Kennedy and 
Roy Howard. Both are immensely wealthy, both fear 
some sort of post-war socialism and the growing 
strength in England of Labor chiefs Ernest Bevin and 
Herbert Morrison. Kennedy spent some time in Hol- 
lywood shortly after his return from London. While 
there he made the rounds of the large producers 
warning them not to incite to anti-Semitism by turning 
out “war mongering” anti-Nazi films. 

Which leaves us with Irish isolationist sections of 
the Catholic Church, the Communist Party and 
Verne Marshall’s No Foreign War Committee. 
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They are well bunched for these three pressure 
_groups are differentiated from the endemic isolationists 
by virtue of their control from abroad. This is no 
place to discuss the part being played in the anti- 
British campaign by Irish sections of the Catholic 
Church. Its ideological position on this war is affected 
by an understandable Anglophobia and the natural 
fascist tendencies of some of its leaders like William 
Cardinal O’Connell of Boston, Dean of the Nation’s 
Roman Catholic Hierarchy, who some years ago re- 
turned from civil war Spain charging that the Loyal- 
ists had wiped out Guernica to gain world wide sym- 
pathy. In addition to Cardinal O’Connell there are 
Father Edward Lodge Curran, an avowed anti-Semite 
who is head of the Catholic International Truth So- 
ciety and the Brooklyn ‘Diocese; and the Reverend 
Brophy who is a close collaborator of Joe McWilliams. 
They do not want to see England win and say so 
frankly. This implies no attack on the Catholic Church, 
most of which is pro-British in statement and action. 
But the gentlemen mentioned are fascist-minded; they 
have recorded as much in public speeches and are as 
much a part of the isolationist picture as is Father 
Coughlin, their patron. 

It is useless to discuss the isolationism of the Com- 
munist Party on the basis of ideological concepts or 
pacifist sentiments. The American Communist Party 
is the extension in the United States of the Soviet 
Foreign office and is carrying out its orders. In Aug- 
ust 1939 it was caught with its polemics down. But 
it swung into line after having lost some of its intel- 
lectuals. Most amusing of the stories of those hectic 
few days is the tale of Harry Pollitt, British Commun- 
ist leader. It is characteristic of what occurred here. 
On September 14, 1939 the British Communist Party 
deluged England with a pamphlet Pollitt had written 
in some 26 hours of steady work begun shortly after 
the Germans began moving into Poland. A few hours 
later the British Comintern representative received or- 
ders from Moscow to recall the pamphlet since it 
urged the British people to force the Cabinet to resist 
to the utmost Nazi aggression in Poland. Pollitt was 
brought up on charges, removed from his position as 
Party secretary and put in the doghouse. For weeks 
the London Daily Worker excoriated him. Finally he 
was permitted to apologize in print—which he did— 
and after this public confession he was reinstated. In 
his apology he told the British people that he was 
wrong, that Britain was waging an imperialistic war 
and that peace must be made with the German 
“people.” That’s the line today, in England, in the 
United States, everywhere. 

What strange ramifications the Communist isola- 
tionist apparatus has, only a handful of Comintern 
officials here know. Communists negotiated with Verne 
Marshall’s representatives in Washington a couple of 
weeks ago; Kathryn Lewis, daughter of John L. Lewis, 
long close to the Communist Party, is on the board 
of directors of the America First Committee, just as 
she is associated with a score of Stalinist fronts. John 
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Lewis only last week tried to prevent Phil Murray, 
President of the CIO, from issuing a statement, for 
CIO, in favor of all-out aid to Britain. There no long- 
er is any doubt that Lewis is giving aid and comfort to 
important CIO Stalinists like Joe Curran, Harry 
Bridges and James Matles. There no longer is any 
doubt that the Communist Party has a solidly organ- 
ized bloc of stategic defense industry unions, com- 
pletely controlled in a way which augurs ill for effec- 
tive defense production and transportation. 


A discussion of the Communist-isolationist tactics 
of Stalinist transmission belts like the American Stu- 
dent Union and the National Negro Congress, would 
be long and dull. The most important Stalinist ap- 
peasement front, the American Peace Mobilization, 
however, deserves discussion. Built on the structure 
which remained in Communist party hands after the 
American League for Peace and Democracy was dis- 
solved by party leaders, who didn’t bother to consult 
the 7,000,000 people whom the League was supposed 
to represent, the Communist Party operates the Mobil- 
ization on a national scale through a thousand fronts 
which purport to speak for 20,000,000 people—an 
improvement on the American League’s 7,000,000. 


The process used in building the American Peace 
Mobilization was simple. Immediately after the League 
for Peace and Democracy was dissolved by seven men 
who met for a half hour luncheon, in the Cooperative 
Cafeteria on New York’s Irving Place, there sprang 
up in the League’s old headquarters, under the 
League’s former secretaries, and with the League’s 
former members, hundreds of “spontaneous” peace 
groups: The Mothers’ Day Peace Conference; the 13th 
Street Block Peace Forum; The Milwaukee Indian 
Conference for Peace; the Hollywood Peace Forum; 
the Bronx Peace Society and so on ad infinitum. In 
every city these “peace” groups sent delegates to a 
central meeting—in New York it was the August 4th 
Randall Island Peace Conference—which in turn 
elected officers. In every instance these officers were 
members of the National Maritime Union, the Trans- 
port Workers, the Ametican Newspaper Guild and 
other Stalinist controlled unions. Then came the Labor 
Day peace mobilization in Chicago, to which the Na- 
tional Maritime Union alone sent 700 delegates. 

Interestingly enough the American Peace Mobiliza- 
tion, nee Emergency Peace Mobilization, was to be 
addressed by several isolationist Congressmen, Sen- 
ators Nye, Champ Clark, etc., but they were fright- 
ened off by adverse newspaper publicity. Since then 
the Mobilization has been functioning mostly in New 
York under secretary Walter Neff; in Hollywood 
under Commissar Herbert Biberman and his wife 
Gale Sondergaard. 

Neff and his associates visit Washington regularly 
to lobby against aid to Britain. Their host in recent 
weeks has been Senator Wheeler and other isolationist 
Congressmen, despite the fact that the American 
Peace Mobilization is obviously Communist even to 
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the uninitiated. Shortly after the Chicago obstetrics 
were over, the Peace Mobilization contacted the iso- 
lationist, anti-Semitic, Coughlinite Congressman Swee- 
ney. He obliged by putting the Mobilization’s peace 
plea into the Congressional record. Sweeney was ruled 
a Coughlinite recently as a result of a suit brought by 
Drew Pearson and Robert Allen of the Washington 
Merry-Go-Round. 

Just how close the Communist Party and Verne Mar- 
shall are, only Washington authorities know—but it 
is known that their representatives conferred over the 
January 11th weekend in the Capitol Park Hotel. Mr. 
Marshall has created a temporary furor. But although 
Marshall has been dropped by Lindbergh, O. K. 
Armstrong and most of his former sponsors, he is 
worth more than being put down merely as a Mid- 
west queer Donald Duck. He represents more than a 
good isolationist idea gone wrong through contact 
with Joe McWilliams, John Cassidy and Justice 
O’Brien. Verne Marshall’s self exposure revealed an 
important link between John Lewis and William 
Rhodes Davis, German oil purchasing agent in the 
Americas. 

Mr. Marshall represents a trend in the Republican 
party against which Mr. Willkie is warning the nation. 
The Marshall case reveals that there is .a substantial 
appeasement element inside the party of Hoover-Ford- 
Vandenberg-Taft and Dewey . . . and Mr. Dewey may 
be New York’s next governor. It reveals that if Mr. 
Wilikie had been elected he would have been the 
prisoner of these elements in the G.O.P. The public 
did not know then that the director of German lan- 
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guage publicity for the National Republican Party was 
arrested for anti-Semitic activity; that Ralph Strass- 
burger, Pennsylvania Republican National Committee- 
man, worked with the official Nazi fund raising or- 
ganization here and cooperated with the German 
embassy’s distribution of its notorious White Book 
attack on William Bullitt; that Joe Pew, Jr., president 
of Sun Oil Company, a notorious pro-fascist, played 
an important part in the Republican campaign; that 
Franklyn Waltman, national G.O.P. publicity director, 
sent out releases attacking the president for the stab 
in the back speech in an attempt to arouse Italian 
prejudices; that there was no attempt made by the 
Association of Willkie Clubs to hide its Anglophobic 
drive for Irish support. 

All these are the forces, movements and pressure 
groups making up the isolationist camp. Senator 
Wheeler is its most vocal leader in and out of Con- 
gress. In one fashion or another each of the groups 
mentioned will work with him. Whether he likes it 
or not, the Communists, the Nazis, Henry Ford and 
his type of big business are with the Montana Senator. 
By effective organization in the Senate, Wheeler can 
filibuster through the next month or so, preventing 
aid from flowing to Britain in time. 

In such a case an American “‘liberal’’ will have 
crippled Europe’s last remaining democracy; will have 
aided in the destruction of Europe’s last free labor 
movement, the British Trades Union Congress of 
7,000,000 members, and will have speeded the ex- 
termination of the world’s most powerful progressive 
movement, the 8,000,000 strong British Labor Party. 


Marshall Petain Rides a Scape-Goat 


by Pierre Lunel* 





FF THE past forty years, the people of France did 
not give much thought to anti-Semitism. The 
Dreyfus Affair immunized the majority of Frenchmen 
against this mental disease, which could be found only 
in very restricted social areas. The aristocracy—an out- 
dying caste—disliked the Jews, which, however, did 
not prevent its offspring from intermarriage, accord- 
ing to the sensible principle that, from time to time, a 
ducal or a princely crown must be regilded. The Gen- 
eral Staff and the higher ranking officers, the chief 
losers in the Dreyfus Affair, never forgave the Jews 
for their own unsuccessful provocation. The Catholic 
Church, connected with the Army as well as with the 
aristocracy, always gladly indulged in Jew-baiting. 
As for Big Business, the controlling power behind 
these titled, uniformed, and spiritual servants, it used 
anti-Semitism along with many other devices as a 
means of competition. 

After 1933, the situation changed. Hitler made 
France Jew-conscious. The broad majority condemned 





* Pierre Lunel is the pen name of a well known French Jewish 
journalist, at present in Englead. 


this return to barbarism. Only a few men—the coming 
Fifth Column—imitated the Nazis. Some of them 
belonged to the Royalist Action Francaise group, some 
others, to grouplets of would-be French Fuehrers. 
They found but a scarce following: a few disgruntled 
shopkeepers who blamed on the Jews the competition 
of the chain stores, a few unsuccessful doctors who 
ascribed their failure to the existence of numerous 
brilliant Jewish practitioners, etc. As time passed by, 
anti-Semitism became more and more identified with 
Fascism, especially with its German brand. The same 
newspapers carried Goebbels’ propaganda yarns and 
anti-Jewish stories. The same speakers who urged 
the extermination of the Jews also advocated a last- 
ing understanding with the Third Reich. From every 
viewpoint, they were traitors to France as a nation, and 
99% of the French people considered them as such. 
Today some of these men assist in ruling France, and 
some others are waiting for their turn to do so. 
During and after Munich, anti-Semitic trends gath- 
ered strength. New weeklies appeared which ex- 
clusively fed on Jew-baiting. Celine published his 
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notorious “School of Cadavers,” and was some 
months later unmasked by the Leftist press as the 
author of a confidential report on how to achieve a 
Fascist coup d’etat by means of anti-Semitism. (In 
private life, Celine, a doctor by profession, earned a 
living in a Jewish-owned laboratory of patent medi- 
cines.) Roughly chalked swastikas and inscriptions 
clamoring “Death to the Jews,” appeared on the walls 
in Paris and other big cities. The Fifth Column was 
getting ready. “The Jews want to drive us into the 
war,” was their slogan. It followed by implication 
that Hitler was the best, if not the only, champion of 
peace. 

This Nazi-inspired and Nazi-paid agitation reached 
a point where the Daladier Government saw fit to 
forbid “‘anti-racial propaganda.” I wonder whether 
more than five persons were ever put on trial for 
breaking this strongly worded decree which melted be- 
tween the fingers of reactionary officials. Its only ob- 
vious result was that L’ Action Francaise began to call 
the Jews “inhabitants” and kept on libeling them 
under this new nickname. 

However, anti-Semitism did not become an import- 
ant issue in the French public life or politics, except 
in a few single cases. (The same newspapers attacked 
the Socialist Blum as a Jew and praised the reaction- 
ary Georges Mandel, a Jew also, as a “good French- 
man.” 

The war did not change the situation noticeably. 
As could be expected, Fascist-minded officers also 
proved to be anti-Semites, but as a whole, the French 
Army, some five million strong, reflected the state of 
mind of the French people. With a few exceptions, 
the soldiers were too busy trying to get decent food 
and some kind of shelter even to notice whether 
some of them were or were not Jews. 

In the Army, the Jews fought as well—or as badly 
—as their non-Jewish comrades. Some of them even 
fought better: those considered Hitler and the Nazis 
their personal enemies. Many of them were pro- 
moted or awarded the Croix de Guerre or the Meda- 
ille Militaire. Then the war came to an abrupt end, 
Vichy, once a health resort, became the seat of a reac- 
tionary Government, and the 84-year-old Marshal Pe- 
tain undertook the ungrateful task of rejuvenating 
France under the protection of the Nazi bayonets. 

The Jews were not the first victims of the promised 
“national regeneration.” First came the foreigners, 
whether Jews or not. They were over two million, 
some of them political and racial refugees from Fascist 
countries, all the others economic immigrants: Pol- 
ish miners, Italian masons, etc. A wave of xenophobia 
swept through the French press. The people, how- 
ever, still were too stunned by the defeat to pay much 
attention to it. 

The freemasons came next. Their lodges were dis- 
banded, their funds confiscated, their leaders charged 
with every possible crime. For three days, the Gov- 
ernment controlled press kept explaining to its readers 
how powerful and how harmful the freemasons were, 
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and how gratified one should be over their disappear- 
ance. The French people nevertheless could not un- 
derstand what it had to do with the lack of food. 

Thus far, the newspapers, except the specifically 
anti-Semitic ones, only occasionally indulged in Jew- 
baiting. ‘They hinted that all the foreigners were 
Jews, which was obviously untrue, that freemasonry 
was but a stand-in for Jewry, which was untrue too, 
since the most prominent French Masons happened to 
be Gentiles. 

On August 1, at 7 A. M., the official radio speaker 
announced that among the persons who left France 
before the armistice and who were liable to the loss of 
their citizenship, “were various personalities of the 
Jewish world.” He went on to give a long list of 
names, upon whom he commented in the worst Nazi 
fashion. The next official broadcast, made one hour 
later, contained the same communique, but worded in 
a somewhat milder way. At noon, the broadcaster was 
almost apologetic about the whole business (well in- 
formed circles ascribed it to American influence). 

Many people named in the broadcast protested in 
vain that they were still in France and did not think 
of leaving. Some of them, as, for instance, the car 
manufacturer Lucien Rosengart, added that they were 
not even Jews. The broadcast did not aim at accuracy, 
it was but a sham excuse for forthcoming measures. 

Thus the official anti-Semitic campaign was 
launched. 

A few isolated economic pogroms followed almost 
immediately. In Nice, in Marseilles, a bunch of hool- 
igans, most of them youngsters of 15 to 18, displaying 
the insignia of Doriot’s Popular French Party, raided 
some Jewish shops, broke some windows, and occa- 
sionally carried away some window displays. These 
“spontaneous outbreaks of the people’s indignation”’ 
fell short of their aim. Offenders knew, of course, 
that a business whose owner was called Levy or Bloch 
was Jewish owned, but obviously someone had told 
them that Jews hid behind the flowery name of some 
corporation operating a chain store. The only clear 
result of the pogroms was a temporary boom in the 
windowglass business, and then life went on as usual. 

In the occupied zone, the Nazis went about their 
usual work of making the Jews death-conscious. At 
first, they simply forbade them access to some Parisian 
restaurants, where the German officers used to go, and 
to one Jewish-owned movie theatre. Then, they bar- 
red Jews from the Paris Conservatory of Music, from 
the orchestras and from some theatrical companies. 
Finally, they forced them to register at police head- 
quarters. This last measure, innocuous in itself, pro- 
voked a general indignation. The most reactionary 
and anti-Semitic elements among the French people re- 
sented it, since it came from the hated invaders. An 
old Royalist lady, a veteran Jew baiter herself, told 
me: ‘What! they dare touch our Jews!’’ She disliked 
the Jews, but she disliked the Germans much more. 

And that is one of the reasons why the anti-Semitic 
campaign has thus far failed in France, at least in the 
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occupied zone. It is an honor to be persecuted by the 
Germans. Domestic measures against the Jews, per- 
haps, would have been met with less opposition. 

It is hard to tell to what extent Vichy’s anti-Semitic 
legislation was prompted by the Nazis, and to what 
extent it was worked out by native Fascists, who were 
only too glad to oblige. Probably, both sides cooper- 
ated in the most wholehearted fashion. The only dif- 
ference was that the Nazis proceeded openly, whereas 
their French admirers acted with disgusting dissimu- 
lation. 

They began by repealing the Daladier law forbid- 
ding anti-racial propaganda. ‘Those who had taken 
part in the drafting of this decree,” L’ Action Francaise 
commented, ‘“‘must be found and punished.” 

This was only the beginning. For weeks ahead of 
time everyone knew that the Vichy Government was 
preparing a “Statute of the French Jews.” The high 
officials displayed, indeed, an unimaginable hypocrisy 
on this occasion. They were ashamed of the measure 
they were about to take. Laval told a friend of mine, 
“The Marshal has definitely decided to have done 
with the Jews. It can’t be helped. It’s crazy, but 
that’s the fact. I myself even had to discharge my 
personal secretary, who happened to be a North Afri- 
can Jew.” As- usual, the cunning politician, much 
too clever to believe in the racial nonsense, was cau- 
tiously putting the responsibility on the weak shoul- 
ders of the Marshal. On the other hand, the latter’s 
supporters hinted that the forthcoming Statute was a 
result of Laval’s negotiations with the Nazis. For 
some time, they had launched the rumor that the 
Chief of State even had refused to sign. the Statute. 
When it was eventually enacted, some people went on 
saying that Marshal Petain had won his only victory 
since Verdun: the enactment of not too drastic anti- 
Jewish laws. 

History later will tell us who was personally res- 
ponsible for the Statute: the old soldier, surrounded 
by Fascist generals and reactionary Catholics, or the 
crooked politician who considers all roads equally 
good provided they lead to power. The question, 
however, is really unimportant. 

The Statute barred the Jews from Civil Service, 
Education, Journalism, Radio, and Movies. It legal- 
ized a number of isolated measures already taken by 
various private agencies. The newspapers, for in- 
stance, had already tacitly agreed not to publish 
articles signed by Jews. When Marianne, a liberal 
weekly, dared to publish a contribution by Bernard 
Lecache, the former president of the League Against 
Anti-Semitism, it was suspended for three months. 
The Havas official news agency discharged almost 
all its Jewish employees before it had to do so. Prom- 
inent jurists like Grunebaum-Ballin, Cohen-Salvador, 
and Heilbronner, were ousted from the Conseil d’Etat, 
the French equivalent of the Supreme Court, under 
various pretexts. 

The Statute rounded out all these measures and 
made them complete. Thousands of people were 
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thrown out of jobs, with nothing left, but the memory 
of twenty-five or thirty years of faithful services to 
France. Thus far the anti-Jewish laws proved a success. 

However, they completely failed to foster an anti- 
Semitic feeling among the French people. I remember 
having heard one of the directors of the French State 
broadcasts telling some friends after he had to dis- 
charge his Jewish collaborators, “Never in my life 
have I felt so low. That was the dirtiest job I’ve ever 
had to do.” His attitude was far from being an 
exception. 

Save for some Fascist-minded officials, the French 
administration sabotaged the Statute. They did what 
was indispensable for their personal security—and 
nothing more. That was particularly true of minor 
officials. After all, the Civil Service employees used to 
form a unionized body, with strong Socialist and 
Communist sympathies. The Vichy Government was 
free to remove the department heads, they could not 
discharge each secretary, each clerk, and replace them 
with Fascists: there were not enough literate Fascists 
in France. 

As for the general population, it resented the Stat- 
ute or remained indifferent. I remember a retired 
police official discussing the Nazi-inspired weekly 
Gringoire with a friend of his. “One thing I can’t 
approve of,’ he said, “are the attacks against the 
Jews. They split the French people instead of uniting 
them.” This state of mind is typical. French Jews 
are, above all, Frenchmen. People cannot understand 
why they should not be allowed to teach or to write 
any more, unless the Germans want jt so. And this 
reason is enough to make the anti-Jewish measures 
unpopular. 

On the whole, Vichy acted more than clumsily. 
They lacked the skill of a Goebbels or the conviction 
of a Streicher. They ‘should’ have waited for the 
situation to become worse, and then immolated the 
Jews before an irritated people in search of a culprit. 
But they did not even stage an adequate press cam- 
paign. They naively copied their Nazi masters and 
childishly hoped to get away with it. 

The Government, however, found support in most 
unexpected quarters. The French people as a whole 
did not respond, but some French Jews were cowed. 

French Jewry had two organizations which used to 
be in charge of its destinies. The Central Consistory, 
founded by Napoleon in 1808, had been especially 
active in the middle of 19th century, under the lead- 
ership of Adolphe Cremieux, the famous lawyer and 
politician. For the past forty years, however, it fell 
under the influence of the Rothschild family. Since 
1861, the Alliance Israelite became the most repre- 
sentative Jewish organization of France. It was found- 
ed by the same Cremieux, who presided over it till 
1880 to be succeeded by his former secretary Narcisse 
Leven. Until 1916, the Alliance was most active. 
Later, it simply maintained a routine activity. In 1937, 
its secretary Georges Bigart died, leaving the two vice- 
presidents, Professor Ouallid and Georges Leven, son 
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of Narcisse and a stock-broker, in charge of every- 
thing. Since that time, the organization led a mere 
letter-head existence. Nevertheless, by the time the 
Germans imposed their law upon France, the Central 
Consistory and the Alliance Israelite were the only 
bodies representing the French Jews as such. 

During the most critical months that followed the 
armistice, both organizations simply vanished. Georges 
Leven was too busy with the Stock Exchange. Professor 
Ouallid, ousted from the Sorbonne Law School, went 
to Vichy in search of a new job. The Alliance’s sec- 
retary Sylvain Haiff escaped to Limoges as a private 
citizen. ; 

As for the Consistory, it was far from being better 
off. It had been evacuated from Paris to Clermont- 
Ferrand, but did not function. The Rothschilds, who 
controlled it, fled abroad. Their nominee, the Chief 
Rabbi of France, Isaie Schwartz, went to Toulouse and 
apparently forgot all about his charge. Rabbi Marcel 
Liber, head of the Paris Rabbinic School, acted like- 
wise—in Clermont-Ferrand. Marcel Sachs, secretary 
of the Central Consistory, disappeared for months, 
and so did the secretary of the Paris Consistory. The 
Rabbis from the occupied territory fled to their rela- 
tives or friends in the free zone. Chief Rabbi of Paris 
Julien Weil was the only one connected with the Con- 
sistory who did not desert. An old man, he did not 
listen to the advice of his friends, and went back to 
Nazi-controlled Paris to. stay with his community. 
Even in the free zone, local Consistories were non-ex- 
istent for all practical purposes. The heads of certain 
Jewish communities even decided not to open the syn- 
agogues for the Yom Kippur. That happened in the 
South of France, for instance, at Avignon, and at Car- 
pentras, were M. Dreyfus, president of the Jewish 
community and Mayor of the town, commented, “I 
don’t want any disturbances.” 

One of the largest Jewish charity organizations, 
evacuated to Marseilles, actually went underground, 
and rented a postal box to carry the correspondence 
while keeping its address secret. This ostrich policy 
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went so far, that when a French Jewish newspaper- 
man went to see the director of another charity com- 
mittee and asked him for some financial aid to go to 
America, the terror-stricken official told him, “You 
better stay in France. You don’t have to write. You 
are young and strong. Why don’t you get some agri- 
cultural work?” 

Thus, as it usually happens, the bulk of the Jewish 
population was left without help and advice. No fight 
was attempted. The public feeling favorable to the 
Jews was not made use of to influence the Vichy Gov- 
ernment. After all, to most rich Jews, Rothschilds or 
no Rothschilds, those who were hostile to Vichy, 
though friends of the Jews, were dangerous ‘‘Radi- 
cals.” 

Today, the situation of the French Jews is a very 
peculiar one. They share with the rest of the popula- 
tion in the hardships brought about by the defeat. In 
addition, many of them suffer as Jews, in the occupied 
zone, at the hands of the Nazis, and throughout 
France, because of Vichy. Loss of jobs, inability 
to practice one’s profession—this is today the common 
lot of French Jews. But they do not yet actually suf- 
fer humiliations and persecutions. They are not 
sent—as yet—to the concentration camps in the South 
of France, where Jewish refugees from Central Eur- 


ope die of starvation, along with thousands of Com- | 


munists, Socialists and trade unionists. 


For the time being, a French Jew who does not 
happen to practice one of the forbidden professions, is 
not much unhappier than any other Frenchman. The 
French people do not blame everything on a person, 
because he or she is blond or dark, short or tall, a Jew 
or a Catholic. They resist Jew-baiting just as they re- 
sisted the war propaganda. And, above all, they dis- 
like the Nazis and the Vichy Government. One of the 
best indications of it is the fact that the Marshal, in 
his first six months of rulership, has had three scape- 
goats killed under him: foreigners, freemasons and 
Jews—and has failed to achieve any kind of success. 


by Spectator 





W HAT IS the ultimate absorptive capacity of 
Palestine? I have heard this question raised 
on various occasions, by friends, enemies, skeptics, and 
simply by people who claim to “know it all,” and are 
sure that the answer will be wrong. This question 
has been flung at me, personally, hundreds of times by 
opponents of Zionism with the intent to embarrass me 
and then prove that Palestine has no room for the 
Jews or that Zionism is nothing but a chimera. On 
the other hand, I have met many Jews who raise this 
question in all seriousness, and who want to know 
whether Zionism is really a great undertaking that 


may hope to gather the whole Jewish people in Pales- 
tine. 

As far as I know, this problem was seldom, if ever, 
discussed in the days of the Hibat Zion movement. 
The whole idea of a “return to Zion” was then in its 
inception, and those who wrote and spoke about it 
conceived it in a lyric-romantic mood rather than as a 
political movement or a definite economic undertak- 
ing. Even during the early years of political Zionism, 
if I am not mistaken, the question of the economic 
absorptive capacity of Palestine was seldom raised. 
The early period of political Zionism was in certain 
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respects less realistic than the Hibat Zion movement, 
since the former was concerned mainly with getting a 
charter from the Turkish government, and had no 
time for practical, “prosaic” calculations.’ That early 
period was filled with Messianic hopes, and every one 
felt that once the charter was obtained, all problems 
would be solved. The question of the economic pos- 
sibilities of Zionism became real in later years when 
Ahad Ha’am injected his skepticism into wide circles 
of Zionist followers, and when the Zionist movement 
started to occupy itself with practical colonization 
work in Palestine, rather than with a charter. 

The question of the absorptive capacity of Palestine 
has never been answered officially by the Zionist 
movement, since it is not a matter that can be deter- 
mined by majority vote, or in the form of a resolution 
at a Congress. It would also be naive to believe that 
a group of experts could calculate scientifically how 
many Jews might be settled ultimately in the Jewish 
homeland. The Zionist movement has thus left this 
question open to speculation. On the one hand there 
have been those, like Davis Trietsch, for example, 
who would undertake to settle a Jewish family on one 
tenth of a dunam of land thus making room in Pales- 
tine for all the 16 or 17 million Jews, even leaving a 
big reserve for future generations or for millions of 
non-Jews. On the other hand, there are those who 
have held with Chaim Weizmann who maintained 
some twelve years ago that in the whole of Palestine 
there would never be as many Jews as there are today 
in the City of New York. 

I recall a memorandum that was sent to me, after 
the bloody riots of 1929, by a Jewish scholar who was 
connected with the ‘‘Brith-Shalom’, group. That savant 
urged that the Zionist organization should issue a 
statement guaranteeing the Arabs that we would stop 
Jewish immigration into Palestine when the Yishuv 
would reach 500,000 souls. This, he thought, would 
assure the Arabs that they would not be outnum- 
bered by the Jews. In support of his argument, the 
author of that memorandum declared that (‘“‘speaking 
among ourselves’) “‘according to quite objective eco- 
nomic calculations,’ Palestine had no room for more 
than half a million Jews, anyway. 

These reminiscences have a bearing on a statement 
made recently by a prominent visitor from Palestine. 
Dr. Bernard Joseph, the legal adviser of the Jewish 
Agency, has pointed out at a press-conference in New 
York and repeated at the U. P. A. conference in 
Washington, that Palestine has room for six million 
Jews. It is regrettable that Dr. Joseph did not have 
the opportunity to indicate the basis or principles on 
which he arrived at this figure. While he could not 
possibly have exact proof of his statement, it would be 
interesting to know his general assumptions in this 
matter. Nevertheless, whatever his calculations may 


be, it is reassuring to know that a person who is in- 
timately acquainted with conditions in Palestine, has 
the intellectual courage to state publicly such an im- 
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posing figure and express his faith in “Greater Zion- 
ism.” 

No one has an objective criterion for gauging the 
absorptive capacity of Palestine. There is no economic 
science that can establish a law which will determine 
how many people can be ultimately settled in a given 
area. The density of population in a country is deter- 
mined not only by its size, nor by the natural produc- 
tiveness of its soil. If a country can develop only a 
single chief product such as coffee, for example, the 
problem becomes one of finding markets for export of 
that product, the conditions of which are often not 
subject to its control. The size of a country and its 
natural resources are, therefore, not always the only 
factors determining its density of population or its 
average standard of living. Comparisons with other 
countries, such as one is accustomed to make, are 
mostly superficial and not significant. If one should 
compare, for example, Palestine with Canada or Aus- 
tralia, one would come to the conclusion that Palestine 
is already over-populated and that several hundred- 
thousand inhabitants should emigrate from the coun- 
try, not to speak of the impossibility of bringing new 
immigrants into it. One would reach the same con- 
clusions if a comparison were made with neighboring 
Egypt where only 16 to 18 million people live on a 
tremendous area of 383,000 square miles. However, 
if one bears in mind that the greatest part of Egypt 
consists of desert land, and that the majority of its 
population is concentrated on 12,000 square miles of 
irrigated land, that is, about 1,300 souls to the square 
mile, a similar calculation for Western Palestine alone 
would bring its population up to thirteen million. 
Furthermore, by comparing Palestine with the small 
British-controlled island of Malta, where close to a 
quarter of a million people live on a tiny area of 122 
square miles, it appears that in Western Palestine 
there is room for 20 million souls, certainly more than 
the total number of Jews the world over. 

However, the ‘‘ultimate” economic possibilities of a 
country do not lend themselves to advance calcula- 
tions, for the density of population and its standard of 
living are not merely the results of geographical con- 
ditions, but of historical factors as well. Let us as- 
sume that Palestine has three or four million dunams 
of land suitable for citrus plantations. Proper cultiv- 
ation of that area would create employment and live- 
lihood possibilities for a considerable number of new 
Jewish immigrants. But that undertaking would be 
justified only if there would be fair hopes for export- 
ing the oranges and lemons cultivated there. That, 
however, does not depend on the geographical condi- 
tion of Palestine, but on other factors which may be 
designated as “historical.” At present, world econ- 
omy does not justify an increase of the citrus in- 
dustry in Palestine five or ten-fold, as the case may be. 
On the other hand, if England, for example, which is 
the biggest customer for Palestine’s citrus fruit (but 
where the majority of the population cannot afford as 
yet the “luxury” of serving oranges and grapefruit for 
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breakfast every morning) should succeed in raising 
the standard of living of millions of its industrial and 
white collar workers there would be a big increase of 
consumers of citrus fruits, and correspondingly an ex- 
pansion of production in Palestine. This example is, 
of course, hypothetical, since there are probably not 
many millions of dunams in Palestine suitable for cit- 
rus plantations. It was adduced here only to empha- 
size the fact that a small country which is not suffic- 
iently variegated in climate and natural resources, can- 
not be thought of in terms of an autarchic, self-suffic- 
ient economic system. Such a country is subject in 
large measure to the laws of export and import which, 
in turn, are conditioned by numerous external factors, 
which determine to a great extent the absorptive 
capacity and the standard of living of that country. 

Furthermore, it is incorrect to assume that the in- 
dustrial development of a country is always deter- 
mined by the amount of raw material it is able to pro- 
duce. There are many sections in the world where 
big industries have been developed even though the 
necessary raw material was lacking on the spot and 
had to be imported from distant foreign countries. 
No one, for instance, could explain on the basis of 
purely geographical conditions the once successful tex- 
tile industry in Lodz, Poland. It may be said that that 
industry developed, in a sense, “‘accidentally’—due to 
the presence of affluent, well-qualified and enterpris- 
ing Germans, who, together with a number of Jews, 
had the necessary vision to promote that business. If 
there were only Poles, or Ukrainians, or White-Rus- 
sians, without the Germans and the Jews, Lodz would 
most likely not have become the center of the textile 
industry in Poland. 

The same holds true of certain regions of American 
industry, which cannot be explained by geographical 
conditions. Why, for instance, has New England 
(Massachusetts, Maine, and New Hampshire) become 
such an important center of the shoe industry in 
America? The raw material is lacking in that region, 
and has to be transported from the middle west or 
other distant parts of the country. It would have been 
more “‘logical”’ if that industry had developed in Kan- 
sas or Jowa. However, the economic life of a country 
or region often has its own “logic” and paradoxes. 
New England possessed the “material’’ which was 
lacking in the middle west—namely, that type of en- 
terprising, energetic and shrewd ‘Yankee’, and in 
later years also Jews who dared invest the necessary 
capital. This “human material” was in that case the 
determining factor, rather than the presence of raw 
material in that region. 

Another striking example is the shoe industry in 


Troy, N. Y. Why Troy and not Albany and Schenec- 


tady became a center. of this industry in the state, can- 
not be explained on a purely geographical basis. The 
real reason was “‘historical’’, or, to use the same ex- 
pression as above, “accidental”. During the Civil 
War an inhabitant of Troy signed a contract with the 
Union Army for a certain quantity of boots. Since he 
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could not fill the order from his stock in hand, he was 
forced to open a shoe factory in his home town and 
import the necessary raw material from other sections 
of the country. 

Coming back to Palestine, then, the lack of certain 
raw materials there, such as fuel, metals and possibly 
also certain minerals, may not prevent it from devel- 
oping big industries which will -vastly increase its pres- 
ent absorptive capacity. If the neighboring Arabic- 
speaking countries should start developing a progres- 
sive agriculture which would turn their ill-clad and 
bare-footed population into consumers of industrial 
goods, the Jewish factories in Palestine would certainly 
grow by leaps and bounds. In spite of certain “‘geo- 
graphical’ limitations, some of which could be over- 
come in due time, the country would, thus, open new 
possibilities for an increased mass immigration. In 
any event, the absorptive capacity of Palestine is not 
altogether dependent on the area of land or its chem- 
ical composition. Human material, technical skill, 
knowledge of the neighboring countries and of world 
markets, vision and an enterprising spirit, coupled 
with the dire need of a homeless people, will of neces- 
sity create a population center in Palestine, regardless 
of the size and natural resources of that country. 


What conclusions may one derive from the above 
observations? 

I do not propose to prove Dr. Joseph’s thesis that 
Palestine has room for 6,000,000 Jews; and I am not 
altogether certain that he, himself, is able to prove it 
conclusively. The upbuilding of a country is an or- 
ganic process of growth and development, and not a 
mechanical undertaking that can be measured and 
weighed with exactness in advance. If Palestine (in- 
cluding, of course, parts of Transjordania) could sus- 
tain in ancient times a population of 3 to 4 million 
souls (according to certain not improbable calcula- 
tions), it stands to reason that in modern times, with 
our advanced technological knowledge, there should 
be room there for a much larger population and at a 
higher standard of living. Many of us would regard 
5 million Jews, or even 4 of 3 million, in Palestine, as 
a great historical achievement, in the interests of 
which it would be worth while expending greater ef- 
forts than the Jewish people have done heretofore. 
Perhaps, if we could penetrate the veil which hides 
our future, we might discover that Dr. Joseph and 
others underestimate the possibilities of Palestine; 
there might be room there ultimately for 7 or 8 mil- 
lion Jews or even more. 


The positive and timely aspect of Dr. Joseph’s state- 
ment, however, is not the actual figure of 6,000,000 
souls, but his readiness to think of Zionism in terms 
of a great mass movement and of mass colonization in 
Palestine, and his daring to present it as such to the 
public. The last two decades of our work in Palestine 
—under a vaguely worded Mandate, and an admin- 
istration that was often vicious, senseless and always 
visionless—have shown that there is real ground to 
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believe in the possibility of mass colonization, pro- 
vided there are the necessary political conditions. 
There is room in Palestine for a solution of the Jewish 
territorial problem. One may argue as to whether 
there will be 6 million, 5 million, or perhaps 8 or 
more millions of Jews in Palestine. There is no ‘‘final” 
estimate which every one would accept. But when we 
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come again to a world peace conference and place the 
demands of political Zionism, we shall be able to pre- 
sent to the nations of the world the problem of a Jew- 
ish homeland in terms of “Greater Zionism.’ No one 
will then be intellectually shocked, we hope, if we 
speak of a future Yishvv in Palestine that will absorb 
millions of our people. 


by Jacob J. Weinstein 





“eager McKAY is a better poet than a social 
analyst, but this should not deny him the right 
to try his hand at diagnosing the ills of his people. 

He sees the problem primarily in terms of raising 
the standards of the Negro masses—largely by their 
own devices—until they are on more equal bargaining 
terms with the Whites. This suggestion may amount 
to a provisional form of segregation, and has brought 
a chorus of solemn denunciation from both Negro 
and White liberals. Liberals have a peculiar way of 
blurring the real situation because it happens to be 
unpleasant, and often imagine that they have a choice 
between imperfection and perfection. The choice is 
more often between the lesser of two evils. The fact 
is that the Negro is segregated by the prejudice of the 
Whites and the crystallized forms of that prejudice as 
they show themselves in the administration of our 
laws and the distribution of our economic opportunity. 
The handicaps which have resulted from that disad- 
vantageous position have prevented the Negro from 
profiting even from the few “breaks” which have 
come his way. 

Therefore, McKay suggests that the Negro mend 
his fences, discover his political and economic strength, 
tid himself of laziness and social irresponsibility, and 
thus put himself on the road to effective equality. 

McKay points to the example of the Jews in the 
clothing trades. They organized their own benefit 
lodges and their own craft unions, while respecting 
their own folk habits and using their own language. 
Their unions have become models for American trade 
unionism, and have certainly helped the Jewish work- 
ing masses in the attainment of political and economic 
rights. McKay believes that the sensational Sufi Ab- 
dul Hamid was on the way to organizing powerful 
Negro labor unions had he not been sabotaged by 
Communists and envious Negro intellectuals. In 
making this analogy with the Jewish labor unions, 
McKay does not indicate certain important differences. 
The Jewish organizers rarely appealed to race pride, 
nor ever visualized the union as an agency of develop- 
ing Jewish cultural unity. The leaders of the clothing 
trades were mainly Socialists, philosophical Anarchists, 
and considered Yiddish as a folk tongue useful for a 


HARLEM—NEGRO METROPOLIS, by Claude Mc- 
Kay. E. P. Dutton & Company—1940. 262 Pages. 





transitional period. They did not describe their strug- 
gle as, even in the slightest sense, a Jew-Gentile con- 
flict. It was altogether a worker-boss issue. The 
religious, cultural and national issues, they most 
assiduously left to the Zionists. 


The author spends considerable effort in defending 
Sufi Abdul from the charge of anti-Semitism. It 
seems to be fairly well established by the newspaper 
reports that the Sufi was not averse to pointing out the 
Jewish complexion of the employers who refused to 
employ Negroes for white collar jobs. Similar charges 
have been made against Jewish landlords and store- 
keepers in Chicago. An objective survey of the situa- 
tion, made by Maor LaGuardia’s Committee in 1934, 
revealed that there was no real sentiment against the 
Jews as Jews. There was occasional bitterness toward 
Jewish housewives who paid Negro maids fifty cents 
and board for a twelve-hour day. There is real re- 
sentment toward the Jewish landlord or renting agent 
who gets twice and three times the rent which White 
folks pay for similar accommondations. They feel 
only a little less resentful toward the non-Jewish 
White and Negro agents. The difference in the de- 
gree of resentment is due to involved and complicated 
factors only in small part religious. It is unfortunate 
that the Negroes happen to move into districts inhab- 
ited by Jews and that Jews find themselves the land- 
lords, real estate agents and merchants in the Negro 
districts. They, thereby, become the personal embodi- 
ment of an oppressive system. The wonder is that 
their position has aroused as little anti-Semitism as it 
has. 


Jews could eliminate whatever anti-Semitism there 
is in the Negro by more care in the treatment of 
Negro domestics and by taking a more active part in 
bettering Negro housing and in giving them white 
collar positions, especially in stores patronized by 
Negroes. Mr. Julius Rosenwald did much unwitting- 
ly to assuage the anger of thousands of Negro renters 
who pay five to nine dollars a week for a roach in- 
fested room to a Jewish landlord. Since government 
taxes will diminish the Rosenwalds, Jews should en- 
courage the Federal Housing Authority to build ade- 
quate apartments in the frightfully crowded Negro 
quarters. 
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Because McKay feels that the re-establishment of 
Negro self-respect is so essential a preliminary to any, 
effective progress, he is very appreciative of the efforts 
of Marcus A. Garvey and other lesser racial politicians. 
For all their faults, he prefers them to the Negro in- 
tellectuals who, time and again, have sold out for a 
white man’s smile or the comradely blandishments of 
a Communist lassie. The chapter on Garvey and the 
United Negro Improvement Association provides a 
much-needed brief account of this peacock in the 
Negro barnyard. Garvey stole the hearts of the 
Negro folk from under the very noses of the Negro 
preachers and teachers but he let his egotism get in 
the way of his judgment and ruined a movement that 
might have lifted the Negro out of the shadow of 
self-abnegation. 

McKay is at his best, however, in describing Father 
Divine and his Kingdom. He is poet enough to un- 
derstand the audacious imagination of the “God of 
Harlem” and the vast hunger for significance in the 
hearts of lowly people which can make of a shrewd, 
short, bald-headed man a veritable saviour with power 
to bind and to loose. The constant frustration of 
more rational attempts to better the Negro’s lot 
throws him into the arms of the spiritual dope ped- 
diars who deliver half of their promise—forgetfulness 
of this vale of tears. As to the bliss beyond—the 
other half of the promise—the Negro seems always 
willing to give God an extension of time. 

The author enables us to see what a Nessus shirt on 
the body of America is the Negro problem. Any at- 
tempt to pull the shirt by one corner tightens it in an- 
other. The religionists build inner peace and future 
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hope but neglect the immediate problems of housing, 
disease, unemployment, illiteracy. The Garveyites put 
all their eggs in Liberia, a pre-empted basket to say 
the least. The Communists exhausted the Negro’s 
collective energy in a few magnificent protests against 
the injustice of the Scottsboro and the Herndon cases 
and then siphoned this political potential into the 
party lines that led to Moscow. The Urban League 
and the National Association for the Advancement of 
the Colored People have gained hundreds of small 
concessions, only to see them wiped out by some er- 
ratic dip of the economic wheel. The fact is that the 
skin on the American body politic is seared with old 
scars and festered with new boils. If we are to re- 
move the black Nessus shirt without cutting too much 
into the quick, we will have to clear up the circulation 
of the blood stream by some well-tested remedies and 
by some yet to be devised. 

Sensitive Negroes—like sensitive Jews—are often 
forced to ghettoize themselves by disappointment with 
the slowness of external reforms. Jilted assimilation- 
ists often make the most zealous Zionists. W. E. B. 
DuBois and Claude McKay certainly have had suf- 
ficient provocation to be disillusioned with the white 
man’s help. They, like Ludwig Lewisohn and other 
expatriates, will be able to do much to stiffen the 
morale of the group from which they sprang. But 
they must not lose sight of the fact that for long-term 
results, they will have to come back to their positions 
on the front lines of the political and economic battle- 
fields. Perhaps as authentic spokesmen of well integ- 
rated social groups, their efforts will be much more 
effective. 


Looking into The Future 


by B. Weinryb 





Arthur Ruppin’s new book is symptomatic of the 
present day trend of seeking a way out for the rem- 
nant of Israel. The destruction of the Jewish com- 
munities in Germany, Austria, Czechia and other 
countries in Europe, and the collapse of the material 
and spiritual foundations of the old world, lead to 
seeking of new values and a new foothold in life. 
On the one hand, the book paints a pessimistic back- 
ground in so far as its author negates the Galut, and 
on the other hand, there is an optimism centered 
around Palestine as the only way out—this cptim- 
ism, no doubt, being a product of the country in 
which Ruppin lives. 

The principle of -‘‘negating the Galut’’ has been 
associated with Zionism from its very inception. It 
assumes that the Jews cannot survive in the Dias- 
pora as they have existed there for almost two thou- 
sand years. Actually, it means that the Jews can- 
not live ‘‘normally’’ in the Galut, but it also infers 
that they cannot exist there physically as well as 
spiritually in the absolute sense of the word. This 
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postulate was utilized mainly as a means of propa- 
ganda to prove the inevitability of Zionism, and it 
was thus superficially identified with Zionism as 
such. 

As Zionism became more and more a matter of 
practical colonization, the theoretical controversy of 
“negation of Galut’’ lost its potency. On the other 
hand, as Palestine developed and the situation in the 
Diaspora grew worse, the Yishuv came to regard the 
negation of Galut as more real, even though a good 
many have now reached the opposite conclusion on 
the basis of the catastrophe in Europe and the trem- 
endous difficulties encountered in Palestine. 

Ruppin weighs the constructive and destructive 
forces that operate in the life of the Jewish people 
and tries to predict the outcome of its struggle for 
existence. 

There are many forces which threaten the exist- 
ence of the Jews, such as oppression from without, 
assimilation, a low birth rate, and the drastic changes 
in the social-economic conditions of the countries in 
which they live. On the other hand, there are the 
forces which tend to counteract those dangers and 
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help the Jews in their struggle for survival. Those 
are religious revival, emigration, occupational rehab- 
ilitation, the growth of national consciousness, and 
Palestine. 

In this book, Ruppin attempts to indicate the 
outcome of this conflict of forces and to show how 
the Jewish problem may be solved after the war. 
He does not, however, propose to arrive at his con- 
clusions on the basis of mere assumptions, but from 
an analysis of the actual situation in which the Jews 
find themselves. ‘Thus, the real problem is treated 
in the third and fourth parts of the book, while the 
first and second parts, which cover three quarters of 
the volume, are devoted to information about the 
Jews throughout the world, their origin, race, and 
religion, their number and distribution, their migra- 
tions, urbanization, natural increase and mixed 
marriages. 

Since there are no exact data available as to the 
number of Jews in the world (only 50 out of 70 
countries offer such data), the author resorts to 
estimates. Accordingly, he gives the total number 
of Jews in the world at 16,717,000 (at the end of 
1938), of which 9,924,000 (59.3%) are in Eur- 
ope, 5,286,000 (31.7%) in America, 868,000 
(5.2%) in Asia, 609,000 (3.6%) in Africa, and 
30,000 (0.2%) in Australia and New Zealand. 
The latest data (up to 1938) on migration, urban- 
ization, etc. (which are new as compared with those 
given in his “Jews in the Modern World’’), reveal 
the tendencies which resulted from the German-Jew- 


‘ish wanderings (1933-1938), the role of Palestine 


as an immigration center, the drop in birth rates and 
number of marriages, the increase in death rate, etc. 
He further reviews the influence of anti-Semitism 
and anti-Jewish discrimination and the occupational 
status of the Jews, which latter, according to his 
estimate for 1938, was as follows: There were 3% 
engaged in agriculture; 36% in trade and industry; 
38.9% in commerce and .transportation; 7.7% in 
liberal professions and offices; 9% deriving their in- 
come from rentals and dividends; 1.8% in domestic 
service and unclassified occupations; and 3.6% un- 
known. (J. Lestchinsky’s estimate for the same 
year gives the following figures: 4% in agriculture; 
40% in trade and industry; 35% in commerce and 
credits; 5% in liberal professions and offices; 3% in 
domestic service and unskilled work; and 13% 
without occupations. ) 

The transition to agricultural occupations which 
set in during the 19th century, has been handicapped 
by external as well as internal. conditions. There 
are altogether about 100,000 Jewish families 
throughout the world who derive their livelihood 
partly or wholly from agriculture. The possibilities 
of agricultural colonization on a large scale are 
greatly reduced by the difficulties encountered and 
the vast expenditures involved in the process of tran- 
sition. In Palestine, however, the colonization ef- 
forts have been accelerated through the national en- 
thusiasm of the settlers. 

As already stated, the main problem is treated in 
the latter parts of the book. According to Ruppin, 
“anti-Semitism aims at eliminating the Jews by 
political and economic pressure; assimilation tends to 
reduce the internal coherence of the Jewish com- 
munity and to detach from it the elements most ex- 
posed to the attraction of the surrounding alien cul- 
ture. Between the two millstones of anti-Semitism 
and assimilation, Judaism is in danger of being 
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destroyed. The Jews stream out of the anti-Semitic 
countries into those which are relatively free from 
anti-Semitism, but in the process of migration their 
communal ties are weakened. The individuals’ gain 
is the community’s loss.”’ 

Ruppin develops his thesis as he describes assimil- 
ation in its cultural, linguistic and social aspects, the 
secularization of education and the ways of life, the 
decline of religion, and the general weakening of 
common ties among the Jews. In contrast to this 
situation, he presents Palestine as the growing center 
where the Jewish people is developing a normal life 
in occupational distribution, and as a linguistic, 
social and national entity. Ruppin does not over- 
look the difficulties encountered in Palestine, such as 
the Arab problem and the attitude of the British ad- 
ministration. Nevertheless, he contends that there is 
enough room in Palestine for another million Jews 
who may settle there within the next 15 or 20 
years. In other words, Palestine will be able to ab- 
sorb the natural increase of European Jewry and 
thereby help mitigate the condition of the older 
generation. Palestine is, therefore, the solution to 
the whole problem, although he maintains that the 
Jews should also keep up their struggle for existence 
in the Diaspora, by all means. ‘‘In the rescue from 
anti-Semitism,”’ he writes, ‘temporary experiments, 
such as emigration to any country not closed to 
immigrants, change of occupations and birth con- 
trol, have to be applied, while the struggle for 
national survival can be carried on in one way only 
by further building: up the Jewish National Home 
in Palestine.” The influence exerted by Palestine, 
he holds, will also help strengthen the national con- 
sciousness of the Jews in other countries. 

One may agree with Ruppin’s conclusions with 
regard to the importance of Palestine and the duty 
to help in its upbuilding. Nor will one doubt the 
correctness of his analysis (though it is not new) of 
the external and internal dangers lurking in the life 
of the Jews, especially in the Diaspora. One may 
further appreciate the fact that as the foundations of 
the Jewish people have been shaken and its very ex- 
istence has become insecure, Palestine seems to offer 
the only sound resting place. But the question arises 
whether this pessimism about the future, based on 
such factors as the reduction in birth rate and the 
like, is justified from an historical and sociological 
point of view. Ruppin himself admits that the 
Jews have now reached a larger number (about 
17 million) than ever before in their history. Fur- 
thermore, modern Jewish culture in Yiddish, Heb- 
rew and other languages has developed only within 
the past 30 or 40 years. Nor can one be so certain 
about the decline of the Jewish religion and tradi- 
tions. This process has been going on for the last 
century and a half, and yet there are millions of 
Jews who still adhere to their religion and many 
more millions who are tied, in one way or another, 
with religious institutions, not to speak of those 
who return to Judaism after one or two generations. 

The two main factors mentioned by Ruppin, 
namely, anti-Semitism on the one hand and assimil- 
ation on the other, not only do not complement 
each other in their destructive work, but quite to the 
contrary, one eliminates the other. It would lead us 
too far afield to analyze all the particular social 
phenomena in order to demonstrate how counter- 
action may lead to quite different results. It will 
suffice to adduce only a few examples which are, in- 
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cidentally, not sufficiently developed in Ruppin’s 
book. 

The latest statistical data show that with regard 
to language, the Jews of Poland have undergone a 
change for the better during the decade 1921-1931. 
According to the 1931 census, there were 87.8% of 
the Jewish population who gave Yiddish or Hebrew 
as their mother tongue. (In 1921, the percentage 
was 73.8.) The figures for only those districts in 
Poland which belonged formerly to Czarist Russia 
show even a higher percentage of Hebrew and Yid- 
dish speaking Jews, namely, 94.6%, which is not 
much smaller than it was in 1879 (96.9%). With 
regard to urbanization in Poland, the data indicate a 
greater tendency in this direction among the non- 
Jewish population than among the Jews. And as 
to Jewish university students, their number has 
dropped considerably in all countries. These ten- 
dencies, as well as other factors, may lead to other 
results and in different directions than has been the 
case heretofore. In any event, when one speaks of 
propositions and demands to be made at a future 
peace in a world that will not, as we hope, be based 
on brutal force, one has to offer tangible suggestions 
how to rebuild the lives of millions of Jews not 
only in Palestine but also in the European countries. 

Ruppin’s latest book is actually a third variation 
of his first work on the Jews that was issued 34 
years ago. On scrutinizing his three volumes (Die 
Juden der Gegenwart—1904; Soziologie der Juden 
—1930-31; and the volume under review) one 
gains a clear conception of the national idea as devel- 
oped by the author in the course of those years. In 
his first volume, Ruppin seeks to justify, so to speak, 
the continued existence of the Jews as a people in 
spite of a weakening of their religious ties. He does 
not doubt for a moment that they can survive. Race, 
language and historical consciousness will hold them 
together. He only questions whether they should 
continue to exist. To be sure, Palestine and Zion- 
ism are of great value, ‘“‘but it would be erroneous to 
regard political unity and independence in their 
homeland as the only force that will keep the Jews 
together. Palestine may be the ultimate goal but 
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not the immediate aim. Zion is remote... Zion 
will be realized wherever there will be a potent Jew- 
ish people which is conscious of its aim and value 
and pulsates in harmony with human civilization as 
a whole.” 

' A quarter of a century later, the same book ap- 
peared in a revised and extended form. In this 
second edition, there is no longer the same optimism 
with regard to the Diaspora, but the emphasis is 
placed on Palestine. The whole second part of the 
book deals with “‘the struggle of the Jews for their 
future,” and describes the fight against external 
forces (against anti-Semitism, for political equality 
and minority rights) and the efforts toward inner 
reconstruction (physical prowess, economic and cul- 
tural changes). ‘There is no longer the certainty as 
to the continued existence of the Jewish people, but 
a choice between ‘‘survival and destruction,’’ since 
assimilation devours the Jewish body. The antidote 
can be only Zionism and work for Palestine. “These 
will hold the Jews together. ‘“The Jews in Pales- 
tine will constitute but a small part of world Jewry, 
yet their intensive Jewish living will have greater 
weight.” 

And now, ten more years have passed and Ruppin 
has presented the third phase of his thesis. European 
Jewry has since been destroyed and is smarting under 
the heel of Nazism. The problem now is not only 
of assimilation but of physical annihilation. There 
are two factors of destruction: persecution from 
without and assimilation from within (in countries 
where Jews are not yet persecuted). Now it is no 
longer a question of a political struggle for Jewish 
rights or of a Jewish mission for the world. The 
task now is to salvage whatever possible, and that 
can be done only in Palestine. It is true, not all the 
Jews can be saved that way, but at least a million of 
them can be rescued there within the next 15-20 
years. Other means, such as migration, productivi- 
zation, etc., may be utilized as well, but their effec- 
tiveness is insignificant. 

This is the way Ruppin points out, and this is 
also the way of the Jewish national idea, especially 
as it is being realized in Palestine. 


The Month in Palestine 


by Shulamith Schwartz 





The War 


German aerial reinforcements in the Mediterranean 
evidently made possible the first hostile flight over 
Palestine in several months. Bombs were thrown 
somewhere in the southern part of the country and 
an alarm sounded in Tel Aviv, but there were no 
casualties and, it is reported, no damage. It is now 
known that in raids on Haifa at least five Italian 
planes fell victim to anti-aircraft fire: the anti-air- 
craft guns in Haifa are manned entirely by Jews. 
The number of Jewish volunteers in the various 
arms of the British forces now reaches about 8,000. 
A second Jewish unit of Royal Engineers has just 
been raised, consisting of brick layers, carpenters, 
electricians, painters, etc. The 1,500 highly trained 
Jewish members of the aviation ground crews in 
Egypt form a considerable and important part of the 


R. A. F. in the Near East. With the financial as- 
sistance of the Jewish Agency 50 Jewish pilots have 
completed their course with the Palestine Aviation 
Enterprises which has a number of special training 
planes as well as gliders. 


Jewish industrial assistance to the British war ef- 
fort continues at an intensive pace. Textile mills 
work three shifts daily, manufacturing blankets, 
canvas for tents, khaki for uniforms; hundreds of 
thousands of pairs of shoes are manufactured 
monthly in factories also working three shifts; 250 
establishments are occupied with metallic trades, 
twenty of them being iron foundries. A New York 
Times cable from Jerusalem, dated January 8, 
throws light on progress in the application—prin- 
cipally through the research carried on at the Sieff 
Institute—of industrial chemistry to Palestine’s sur- 
plus orange crop: ascorbic acid tablets made from 
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concentrated orange juice are now being examined 
with a view to marketing and export. 

Nutrition is another field intimately connected 
with war. Hadassah and WIZO (the Women’s In- 
ternational Zionist Organization) have for the last 
two decades built up a body of information on the 
proper type of feeding for the Palestinian climate 
and on proper, tasty and balanced use of local fruits, 
vegetables, dairy and poultry products. They have 
trained dieticians to instruct the Jewish agricultural, 
urban and school population. The military author- 
ities and the Government turn to them for aid in 
this period of limited food imports and higher 
prices. A WIZO housekeeping teacher was requested 
to help a Palestine Police Railway Detachment ar- 
range its menus properly within its budgetary limits: 
16 Jewish cooks were invited to teach Army cooks to 
prepare dishes from local products, while- Polish- 
speaking WIZO instructors conducted classes for the 
cooks of the Polish units evacuated out of Syria into 
Palestine and now fighting with the British. Inas- 
much as malnutrition among children has grown 
by leaps and bounds because of unemployment due 
to the war, it is encouraging to note that 25,000 
children—almost 8,000 more than last year—are 
now receiving one meal a day through the Hadassah 
School Luncheons Service, subsidized in about equal 
proportions by Hadassah and the Palestinian Jewish 
community. 


Immigration 


Of 277 Polish Jewish refugees in Lithuania who 
received visas for Palestine, almost 200 arrived in 
Palestine during the first half of January. More 
than half of them were chalutzim and students. 
Interestingly enough, the Polish Government-in- 
exile, sitting in London, has sent an official memo- 
randum to the British Government asking it to open 
Palestine to the Polish Jewish refugees now in Rou- 
mania, Hungary, Lithuania and other countries 
where new and dreadful dangers threaten them. 
From England also comes a very interesting com- 
ment on that most reprehensible of the Palestine 
Government's recent acts, the deportation to Mauri- 
tius of over 1,500 “‘illegal’’ immigrants. The ‘‘Man- 
chester Guardian’’ wrote a leading article on the 
question, saying in part: ‘““There was a ship which 
was brought under British control to Haifa, though 
why these people should have been taken to the 
shores of Palestine if it was intended only to expel 
them thence no one can say. ... The children were 
not admitted to Palestine though many would have 
sheltered them, nor the old though they could have 
asked no more, nor committed any greater crime, 
than to die in Palestine, nor, of course, any of the 
men who might have helped us in our fight and 
asked no better.” 


There have, incidentally, been a number of other 
recent instances of British sympathy with, and un- 
derstanding of, Zionist aims. The twentieth anni- 
versary of the Histadruth was celebrated in London 
on January 16 at a luncheon at which J. S. Middle- 
ton, Secretary of the British Labor Party, spoke, as 
well as other prominent Laborites and Camille 
Huysmans, the Belgian Socialist leader and president 
of the Second International. The tragic death of 
Dov Hos evoked much sorrow in labor circles: 
Earnest Bevin, for example, described it as a “‘loss to 
the progressive movement throughout the world.’’ 
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Meanwhile the Keren Hayesod campaign was laun- 
ched in England ‘‘to build the National Home and 
strengthen the Yishuv so that it may make a fitting 
contribution to the British war effort.” 


The Economic Situation 


The extent of recent industrial development in 
Palestine may be gauged by the fact that 1,096 
firms are listed in a Palestine Produce Guide pub- 
lished by the Committee for Palestine Products. 
Exports to Near and Middle Eastern countries have 
risen sharply, while in October alone L12,000 
worth of import orders from Egypt and America 
were received by the Foreign Trade Institute founded 
by the Jewish Agency and the Manufacturers’ Asso- 
ciation. An artificial silk factory is to be opened 
and operated at Bet-Yitzchak by sixteen new Czech- 
oslovakian settlers for whom houses are to be built 
in that new ‘‘middle class’ village on National 
Fund land. The general trend to mixed rural— 
industrial economy is demonstrated by the great 
progress shown by the industrial undertakings in 
the labor settlements. For example, Naan and Ain 
Harod successfully manufacture agricultural ‘“‘com- 
bines’’ and other farm machinery; Afikim, fruit 
packing crates: Mishmar Hayam, fishing boats; 
Kfar Giladi, mosaic tiles. 

Housing has failed to keep pace with immigration 
and the shortage is distinctly felt in the rural settle- 
ments which have absorbed so many refugees as well 
as regular immigrants in the last few years. The 
Agency plans to spend L87,500 on over 400 houses 
and 150 farm buildings in the villages this year. 
Wooden “‘hutments’’ will ‘take the place of the 
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tents in which refugee immigrants have been living. 

Attempts to combat unemployment continue. 
Work has just begun on the building of a much- 
needed highway between Tel-Aviv and Herzlia. 
This will take six to eight months and cost L30,- 
000. It is financed by Bitzur, the Public Works 
Financing Corporation set up by the Keren Hayesod 
and the: Histadruth’s Unemployment Fund. Plans 


have also been prepared by the Agency to establish 


1,000 unemployed citrus workers in settlements 
based on mixed farming which is in excellent con- 
dition unlike the citrus industry now deprived of 
its foreign markets. A trend to the long-advocated 
introduction of mixed farming in the citrus belt is 
already discrenible. Raanana, a village founded on 
citriculture, has planted 450 dunam of grain and 50 
of potatoes, while neighboring Herzlia is about to 
plant vegetables on marshlands in the vicinity, the 
Jewish Agency having contributed L300 for the 
purchase of drainage pipes. 


Cultural Life 


The Tel-Aviv municipality awarded its annual 
Bialik prizes for literature (worth L100 jointly) 


JEWISH FRONTIEP 


to Saul Tschernichowsky for a collection of his 
newest verse written in and about Palestine, and to 
Dr. Harry Noah Torczyner, Professor of Hebrew 
Philology at the University, for his volume repro- 
ducing, deciphering and interpreting Hebrew in- 
scriptions on tablets found in the excavations at 
Lachish and proved by Dr. Torczyner to be mes- 
sages from a Jewish commander to his outposts 
during Nebuchadnezzar’s siege of Jerusalem 2,500 
years ago. 


The Hebrew University graduated 29 students at 
its tenth commencement exercises early in January. 
There are now 1,259 students:and 135 teachers at 
the University. The Rosenbloom Building for Jew- 
ish Studies, given by the family of the late Charles 
Rosenbloom of Pittsburgh, was recently officially 
opened. 


25 teachers of Arabic in as many communal settle- 
ments conferred on methods of teaching Arabic to 
adults. They are appointed and paid by the Jewish 
Agency as part of its program for the creation of 
Arab-Jewish understanding. 


In Memoriam 





No one who knew Eldar Mark- 
son can consider him dead. He 
has left too many works thtob- 
bing with his vibrant personality 
for one to think of him otherwise 
than that he has gone for a rest 
and will return, as he said, to 
carry on work for youth. For 
myself, he is still in his office, 
tilted back in his chair, jotting 
a point, his quiet humor lighting 
up a problem and lifting a burden. 

There are many friends who 
answer a call, grant a favor. What 
was memorable about Mr. Mark- 
son was not alone the number of 
calls he answered, but the amaz- 
ing variety of needs to which he 
ministered. Writers—Hebrew and 
Yiddish—etchers, painters, sculp- 
tors, musicians, rabbis, literally 
from the four corners of the globe, 
refugees, men and women for local 
needs, all found their way to his 
busy office. No phase of life but 
touched Mr. Markson’s sympathy 
and met with his ready response. 
In work for Palestine he knew no 
dividing line: Blum Colony, Lea- 
gue for Labor Palestine, Gewerk- 
shaften, Hadassah, Pioneer Wo- 
men, and the numberless other 
funds of the General Zionist wing 
were matters for his aid and en- 
couragement. 

When Berl Katzenelson met 
Mr. Markson, he wrote to me:— 
“This simple Jew, this good man 
understood me well . . . I trust 


him; he is a noble man.” That 
was the essence of the man: a 
compound of simplicity, under- 
standing, nobility of soul that 
called out confidence and inspired 
affection and confidence. 


My profound appreciation rests 
on his constant, patient, unflag- 
ging zeal in all that pertained to 
youth. And that, too, was char- 
acteristic of the man—he never 
lost the spirit of youth. Practical 
aid in this field was no charity 
with him; he gave of himself and 
so entered into a partnership with 
one. If a lad wished some help for 
a refugee centre, he was stirred to 
greater efforts by the numberless 
ways Mr. Markson found to help 
him. His friendship extended to 
all the groups, General Zionist, 
Labor Zionist. Cooperation of var- 
ious Zionist youth groups was 
made possible by that same good- 
ness that characterized him at all 
times. His generosity to Hashomer 
Hatzair in founding and maintain- 
ing their camp is a symbol of 
his warm heart. A Kibbutz needed 
extra protection; Mr. Markson 
immediately answered the call. 
The story is endless. One more, 
however, must be mentioned. Jo- 
seph Baratz on a visit to Boston 
considered that the essays of A.D. 
Gordon should be made available 
to American Jewish youth. Mr. 
Markson with infinite care and 
devotion made that possible. His 


by Frances Burnce (Boston) 


vision for continuing aid in the 
cultural needs of youth, here and 
in Palestine, will remain an in- 
spiring memory of a rare soul. 

I grieve over the loss to his 
immediate family, but I grieve 
with equal depth over the loss to 
that far-reaching host, here and 
in Palestine, who knew him as a 
keen, kindly, modest, generous 
soul. 


! 





Nation Readers are invited 
to a Conference Luncheon on 


DEFENDING AND 
ADVANCING SOCIAL 
GAINS 


Saturday, FEBRUARY 15, 1 P. M. 
Hotel Commodore, New York 


SPEAKERS: 


DONALD E. MONTGOMERY 
ROGER BALDWIN 
PHILIP H. VAN GELDER 
NORMAN THOMAS 
BISHOP FRAN. J. McCONNELL, 
Chairman 


TICKETS: $1.50 


Round Table Discussion 10 A. M.- 
12:30 noon on defense of consumer, 
labor, civil liberties and on economic 
security by Congressman Jerry Voor- 
his, Wallace Sayre, Abraham Epstein, 
Nathaniel Minkoff, Edith Ayres and 
others. Round Table Fee, 50 cents. 


Send reservations at once to 


LEAGUE FOR INDUSTRIAL 
DEMOCRACY 


Harry W. Laidler, Executive Secretary 
12 East 19th Street New York City 
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League for Labor Palestine 








Forthcoming Convention 


At a meeting of the Adminis- 
trative Committee held on Jan. 
29, it was decided to call the Na- 
tional Convention on May 23, 
24, 25. Philadelphia, Washington 
and New York have been recom- 
mended by the Administrative 
Committee as the convention city 
and chapters are asked to indicate 
their preferences as to where the 
convention should be held. The 
Office Committee, with the help 
of a few members from the Met- 
ropolitan Council and the Eastern 
Regional Committee, will plan the 
program of the convention. 


Eastern Regional Committee 


The Eastern Regional Commit- 
tee met in New York on Jan. 6 
and discussed the first draft of the 
constitution which is to be sub- 
mitted to the next convention. 
This Committee will meet again 
on Feb. 23 and will discuss a 
number of matters which are to 
come up before the convention. 


Greater New York 


The Metropolitan Council 
which was organized last fall and 
in which all League chapters in 
Greater New York are represented, 
has had several meetings since its 
inception and has planned a very 
ambitious program for the year. 
Its major attention will be con- 
centrated upon a well planned 
and _ systematic Geverkshaften 
Campaign designed to raise the 
quota of $10,000. All New York 
chapters will cooperate in this 
event through an Initial Gift Din- 
ner, a series of Home Parties, and 
other activities arranged by mem- 
bers of the various chapters. Phil- 
ip Tannor and Sidney Leff are co- 
chairmen for the Initial Gift Din- 
ner. 


Hartford, Conn. 

Miss Sophie Udin, Librarian 
of the Zionist Archives, was the 
guest speaker at the Feb. 1 meet- 
ing of the Hartford chapter. Miss 
Udin delivered a very interesting 
talk on “Our War and Peace 
Aims.” . . . During January, the 


Chapter sent $150 on account, 
for the League Expansion Fund. 


Springfield, Mass. 


The Springfield Chapter held a 
most successful New Year’s Party 
which is still ‘‘the talk of the 
. .. On Feb. 3 Dr. Alex- 


town.” 


ander S. Kohanski met with the 
Springfield members at a_ very 
well attended meeting, and led a 
lively discussion on ‘““The Hista- 
drut’”’ in connection with the 20th 
Anniversary of the Histadrut... . 
The chapter is now busy planning 
its Purim Masquerade. . . . The 
National Office received $65 on 
account, for the Expansion Fund. 


Chicago, Ill. 

Mrs. Fay Greenfield reports that 
the Albany Chapter held its Jan- 
uary meeting with Shalom Wurm, 
the Palestinian delegate to the 
Hechalutz. The members were 
most enthusiastic about Chaver 
Wurm’s talk. .. . On Feb. 1, the 
Albany Park Chapter sponsored a 
Melave Malke with Rabbi Jacob 
J. Weinstein as lecturer. The large 
audience enjoyed Rabbi Wein- 
stein’s scholarly and inspiring ad- 
dress, as well as the fine musical 
program presented by Cantor and 
Mrs. Richman and Miss Sarah 
Dvoretz. . . . In February, the 
chapter will hold an “Induction 
Meeting’ for the induction of 
new members. Dr. David Rebelsky 
will be guesut speaker. 


Los Angeles, Cal. 


Mrs. Clara T: Chernus writes 
that a new League chapter has 
been organized in Los Angeles, 
through the efforts of Dr. Nathan 
Saltzman and other members of 
the Executive Council, with the 
cooperation of Mrs. Yonah Sha- 
mir of Palestine. 


Arlosoroff Chapter 

Mr. Kraeindis, Chairman, re- 
ports that the Arlosoroff Chapter, 
although small in numbers, is ac- 
complishing unusually fine work. 
He writes: We were the group 
that worked the hardest to bring 
financial aid to our Folk House 
and Folk Shule. In Dec., 1940, 
we gave the Jewish National Fund 
$200. At present, we are in full 
swing in the Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign, and I assure you that we 
will bring in the bulk of the quo- 
tain our neighborhood division 
whose pledge is $1,500. We shall 
also distribute many copies of the 
Jewish Frontier Histadrut Issue 
and we shall do our share in the 
local campaign for the U.P.A. 
Chaver Israel Mereminski was our 
guest at a dinner meeting, and he 
was presented with $200 for the 
Geverkshaften Campaign. Chaver 


Mereminski also addressed a large 
meeting of our Chapter. 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


In addition to their regular 
membership meetings the Phila- 
delphia Chapter, this year again, 
has been sponsoring a very success- 
ful forum series with outstanding 
personalities as lecturers. Maurice 
Samuel addressed the opening 
forum. in Dec., 1940, on the top- 
ic, “Can They Destroy Palestine?”’ 
Mr. Samuel’s lecture evoked the 
enthusiasm of the large audience 
as well as the representatives of 
the press who were present. The 
January forum, at which Professor 
Arthur Rosenberg spoke on “‘Cur- 
rent Political Tendencies and the 
Jews’’, was likewise a memorable 
event in the Philadelphia com- 
munity. 


Expansion Fund 


In addition to the sums already 
mentioned, the National Office re- 
ceived contributions for the Lea- 
gue Expansion Fund from the fol- 
lowing chapters during January: 
Brooklyn — $25; Manhattan — 
$25; Newark—$50, and Wash- 
ington — $25; Chicago Albany 
Park—$40. 





Our Field Representative Mr. 
Oscar I. Freedel will visit Texas, 
Tennessee and Louisiana States 
during February. 

Friends of the “Jewish Frontier” 
are requested to give Mr. Freedel 
their full cooperation. 





A popular Sunday afternoon 
radio feature, is the American 


‘Jewish Hour over WHN. Between 


1:30 and 2 o'clock the Mani- 
shewitz Matzoh Company ppre- 
sents Yiddish Swing featuring the 
modern dance arrangements of 
Sam Medoff and the Yiddish 
Swing Orchestra, Pert and Gay, 
popular harmony duo and Jan 
Barth, tenor. At 2 o'clock, the 
Stuhmer Baking Company spon- 
sors ‘It Happened This Week”, 
a dramatization of the Jewish 
News of the week and at 2:15 
“Life is Funny’ with Harry 
Hershfield. The latter is an un- 
rehearsed comic program spon- 
sored by the Zion Kosher Meat 
Products. 
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In The Poale Zion 
Party 


Central Committee Meets 
with Dr. Bernard Joseph 


At a special meeting of the Cen- 
tral Committee on Wednesday, 
January 22, Dr. Bernard Joseph, 
legal advisor of the Jewish Agen- 
cy, delivered a vivid report of the 
latest developments in Palestine. 
The report included a survey of 
economic conditions in the coun- 
try, the development of new in- 
dustries, the military situation, 
and Arab-Jewish relations. A bul- 
letin containing excerpts of this 
report is now in preparation and 
will be mailed to all branches. 

Commenting on the Arab-Jew- 
ish relations, Dr. Joseph said that 
the situation is very satisfactory. 
The Arab population is “‘tired’’ 
of politics and is anxious to re- 
sume economic collaboration with 
the Jews. 


Visits to the Branches 


During the past few weeks 
numerous visits were made by the 
members of the Central Commit- 
tee in conjunction with the general 
organizational work and the La- 
bor Zionist Emergency Fund. 

David Wertheim, Secretary of 
the Organization, visited Winni- 
peg, Minneapolis, St. Paul, Chi- 
cago and Rock Island. 

Moshe Cohen visited the Yehu- 
da Halevi Branch in Cincinnati, 
the Arlazoroff and Zeid Branches 
in Chicago, the Giladi branch in 
St. Louis, and other groups in 
Kansas City and Minneapolis, 

Dr. Saul Sokal’s itinerary in- 
cludes all important communities 
in the Middle West. 


Labor Zionist Meeting 
During U.P.A. Conference 


Labor Zionist delegates from 
many communities, who were 
present at the U.P.A. conference, 
held a special meeting in Wash- 
ington during the conference of 
the U.P.A. to work out plans for 
the mobilization of the Labor 
Zionist Movement for the 1941 
U.P.A. campaign. The following 
decisions were adopted: 

1) To cooperate with all other 
Zionist groups in the formation 
of U.P.A. committees in the vari- 
ous communities. 

2) To assist the U.P.A. com- 
mittees in the various communi- 
ties in presenting the Palestine 
case before the allocation commit- 
tees of the Welfare Agencies. 





3) To form Labor Zionist, di- 
visions and to cooperate with all 
other Zionist groups in all those 
communities where the U.P.A. 
will conduct an independent cam- 
paign. 

Among the Labor Zionist dele- 
gates to the convention were mem- 
bers from Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washing- 
ton, New York, Detroit, Asbury 
Park, Atlantic City. 


Metropolitan Branch Forum 
of New York 


Speaking before a large audi- 
ence at the Metropolitan Branch 
Forum, on Sunday evening, Feb. 
2, on the subject ‘Zionism Re- 
examined,’ Hayim Greenberg said 


JEWIsH FRONTIER — 


that nothing has transpired during 
recent years which requires a 
change in or departure from the 
original Zionist diagnosis or solu- 
tion. Zionism came to fill a 
great need that was caused by the 
collapse of Jewish Ghetto life and 
by the modern economic society. 
That need exists today even more 
than sixty years ago when the 
Zionist ‘“‘utopians’’ came forth 
with the proposal to establish a 
Jewish home in Palestine. 

The coming forum of the Met- 
ropolitan Branch will take place 
on Sunday evcening, Feb. 23, at 
the Pennsylvania Hotel with Prof. 
Horace M. Kallen as guest speak- 
er on the subject “Jewish Educa- 
tion in America.” 





sEHOLD! THE NEW HEINZ 
VEGETARIAN soup! 
x ‘ 4 a” 


A Pareve, Ready-to- 


Serve Delicious Soup 


@ It’s different — this new 
vegetarian masterpiece—and 
yet it reminds you of home- 
made soup at its best. It’s 
made the home-way, too— 
slowly, small batches at a 
time—using prize vegetables 
only. And as for the extra 
something which lends that 
special tempting flavor? We’re 
sorry! That’s our newest secret. 
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Music Festival of 
Geverkshaften 
Campaign 





Crowning 16 years of persis- 
tent endeavors in behalf of the 
Histadrut in Palestine, the Fifth 
Annual Trade Union Music Fes- 
tival, held at Carnegie Hall on 
Jan. 25th, was both a great moral 
demonstration and a financial as- 
set to the 1941 Geverkshaften 
campaign. 

The 3,000 guests who filled 
Carnegie Hall represented a cross- 
section of the Jewish trade unions 
of New York, including many 
locals of the International Ladies’ 
Garment Workers Union, Amal- 
gamated Clothing Workers, Mil- 
linery Unions, and other locals 
affiliated with the United Hebrew 
Trades. The music festival, to- 
gether with the 92-page souvenir 
journal, netted $8,000 for the 
Histadrut. 

Messages received on the occa- 
sion included greetings from Sid- 
ney Hillman, one of President 
Roosevelt’s chief defense coordin- 
ators. Commenting on the role of 
the Histadrut, Mr. Hillman said, 
“I know of the splendid, construc- 
tive work this organization has 
done in the rehabilitation of thou- 
sands of refugees throughout Eu- 
rope. I know of the hardship and 
suffering these people endured in 
their pioneer work and of their 
continuous effort to alleviate the 
sufferings of others.” 

Dr. Abba Hillel Silver, chair- 
man of the United Palestine Ap- 
peal, lauded the work of the His- 
tadrut in his message which stated, 
“The story of the development 
of the Yishuv in Palestine in the 
last two decades simply cannot be 
told without constant reference to 
the remarkable work of the His- 
tadrut. Regardless of party or ide- 
ological differences, everyone will 
agree that this dynamic organiza- 
tion of working forces in Pales- 
tine has contributed monument- 
ally to the social structure, the 
labor standards, the vital institu- 
tions and to the whole spiritual 
tone of our national renaissance. 
May its future be even greater 
than its past!” 

The prophetic idealism of the 
Histadrut was stressed by Dr. 
Stephen S. Wise, whose message 
on the 20th anniversary of the 
Histadrut called it ‘“‘the largest 
single factor in the rebuilding of 
Palestine.” 


Saul Metz, chairman of the 
Trade Union Division of the Na- 
tional Labor Committee for Pal- 
estine, declared that ‘‘the Jewish 
workers in Palestine have already 
demonstrated beyond a shadow 
of a doubt that they have created 
something of universal significance. 
The Trade Union Division is 
particularly proud of the achieve- 
ments of the Histadrut in charter- 
ing new courses for Jewish labor 
in Palestine which may well be 
imitated by the labor movement 
throughout the world.” 










CAKE 


OUR FAMOUS FULL POUND LOAF 
Mother’s Style Coffee Cake 
Delicious! Yeast dough filled 5 0 ¢ 


and rolled with > 


raisins, and nuts. rum 
top. You'll like it! Order by Postage 
mail—check, coin or stamps. Included 


Pano I SERVED AT ITS BEST 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 





2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENoicortt 2-2030 





GET IN... STRETCH OUT 








and enjoy a great new ride! 


New comfort was the keynote 
as we made plans for this year’s 
Ford. 

Get in... and notice how easy 
it is to enter through the new 
wide doors! Look around... 
through windows that give you 
nearly 4 square feet of added 
vision-area in each 1941 sedan! 

Stretch out... in room to 
spare! Seating width has beenin- 
creased as much as seven inches. 
Greatest knee-room and inside 
length in the low-price field. 


Then take the road and test 
the ride that has been one of the 
motor-year’s most talked-about 
surprises! A soft, steady, gliding 
ride thattakes good roads or bad 
in an easy and a satisfying new 
kind of stride. And notice the 
new quietness of this big Ford! 


You'll find news at your Ford 
dealer’s that is really worth your 
while!News in comfort.Newsin 
value and smooth performance. 
And in a “deal” on your present 
car that you'll find easy to take! 


GET THE FACTS AND YOU'LL GET A FORD! EPP 
































FREE TO YOU.... 


¢ Sve 116 page special number of Survey Graphic, 
fourth in the smash hit CALLING AMERICA 
SERIES, explores the most searching questions confront- 
ing the people of the Western Hemisphere today. Half a 
year has gone into recruiting experts to give us clues to 
the answers. Text, graphs, photographs throw further 
light on such questions as— 

Is there room for refugees from wartorn Europe? How 
can the New World defend itself? What contrary leader- 
ship beats on it from Berlin, Tokyo and Rome? How 
can labor, business and the rest of us share in shaping 
developments? What can we do to break down language 
barrier? What surprises are in store in the Amazon Val- 
ley, the St. Lawrence and the Caribbean? How can the 
people of the whole Western Hemisphere cooperate? 

The contributors include A. A. Berle, Jr.—Major Gen- 
eral Frank R. McCoy—Hubert Herring—Nelson A. 
Rockefeller—Juan T. Trippe—Lewis Hanke—Samuel 
Guy Inham—Carleton Beals—Moises Saenz—Ernesto Gal- 
arza—Charles W. Taussig—Duncan Aikman—John I. B. 
McCulloch—John G. Winant. 

In 1939 our first CALLING AMERICA number ed- 
ited by Raymond Gram Swing carried through three 
editions its message to strengthen democracy at home. 


SPECIAL OFFER 


END $1 for six months of Survey Graphic (regularly 

$3 a year), and we will add your free copy of the 
March special number — THE AMERICAS SOUTH 
and NORTH. Mail the coupon below today! 





J .F.-41 
SURVEY GRAPHIC 112 East 19 Street New York 


I enclose $1. Send me a free copy of THE AMERICAS and the 
next six issues of Survey Graphic. 


Name 





Address 





City 
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Histadrut 
Issue 


The March issue of the 
JEWISH FRONTIER will be 
dedicated to the 20th.Anni- 
versary of the Histadrut 
(General Federation of 
Palestine Labor). 


This gala issue will contain feature articles, 
charts, illustrations of the history, growth 
and achievements of Jewish Labor in Pales- 
tine. Zionist and Labor Organizations should 
utilize the special Histadrut Issue for ex- 
tensive distribution among wide circles. 
American Jewry and liberal America ought 
to be informed of the unique and heroic role 
of the Histadrut in the present crucial con- 
flict. 


To enable a wide distribution of this 
very important issue, we are offering 
the following special rates for 
BUNDLE ORDERS: 

25 Copies at 12¢ Per Copy 

50 Copies at 10¢ Per Copy 

100 Copies at 8¢ Per Copy 
Another objective of the special Histadrut 
Issue is to demonstrate our collective soli- 
darity and esteem to the Histadrut by means 
of organizational and individual greetings. 


We are confident that your organization will 
wish to be represented. 


SPECIAL RATES FOR GREETINGS: 
$5.00 PER !NCH 
Closing Date: February 25th 


JEWISH FRONTIER 
275 Seventh Ave., N. Y. C. 


Kindly insert our greeting to occupy 


inches. Please place our order for 
copies. (We would appreciate remittance 
with order.) 


Name 





Address 





City 





Organization 

















